Core Indicators Work Group

The Built Environment (TBE) Subgroup

February 18, 2009
1:30 pm – 3:00 pm
Teleconference details:

For calls with-in Toronto: 416-212-0400 

Out side of Toronto: 1866-3552663 

Then enter the following code: 

Pass Code: 2110+ # ( pound sign)  
Present: Ahalya Mahendra, Donna Howard, Anne-Marie Holt, Deborah Moore, Megan Williams, Kristi Daniel, Harleen Sahota and Samara Foisy
Absent: Sarah Maaten, Daniel Corsi
1.0 Welcome 

Members were welcomed back.

2.0 Approval of agenda
Approved.

3.0 Approval of February 2, 2009 meeting minutes

Changes:

Harleen clarified the questions she had asked on the draft meeting minutes.

Actions: Harleen to remove the times for each section from the minutes. Harleen to incorporate clarifications on Anne-Marie’s background and the point on accessibility of information (we may need ministries to advocate to other ministries) from the draft version that was circulated. Harleen to call Deborah to clarify background info.

4.0 Review list of organizations for Kim to contact and discuss any necessary revisions (additions, deletions & modifications) 

There was a point that we should probably replace “unhealthy eating, obesity, tobacco access/use, alcohol access/use and exposure to ultraviolet radiation” in the introduction with the exact phrases from the OPHS.

Actions: Ahalya to send point to Kim to be incorporated into final draft of data source inventory if the introductory paragraph is going to be included.

There was a question on what the subgroup should be doing with the list of indicators and a comment that the indicators should include units + benchmarks. Harleen explained it’s FYI for now and that we have asked to Kim to identify (informally) indicators that she comes across during her work that we may want to look into come time for indicator development in April 2009.
Suggestions on list:

There was a point that the list should be organized in order of importance because the first three organizations are localized and provincial level infrastructure sources must be contacted: Number 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 , 15, 16 and maybe 14 as mandatory. Harleen explained it is a hierarchical list already and need to reorder this list to incorporate group’s suggestions.
Additions: 

-Metro Linx for Bike Path Numbers

-Canadian Cancer Society for Ontario data on UV radiation info
-OPHEA (Physical activity resource centre)

-FCM- Federation of Canadian Municipalities
-Canadian Index of Well Being (National movement that has 8 different domains for which they are developing indicators for). Megan explained that Community Vitality and Healthy Populations are two of those domains which may contain things on Built Environment.
-Donna Howard (MHP) as contact- can get copy of Municipal Sport and Recreation Inventory 2005. 

-Share the Road Cycling website (www.sharetheroad.ca) (may be an advocacy coalition but they may have some data on cycling and accessibility)

-Ontario Healthy Communities Coalition- they have some case studies which should have an outline of the indicators that were used
-Donna discussed Green Communities- Contact is Jackie Kennedy - how far students live from school.
-CAMH- alcohol use info: ONT. Student Drug Use and Health Survey. Ed Adlaf- senior researcher on the OSDUHS.
-There was discussion on how this survey could be used. Subgroup discussed that we may want to know if kids are getting alcohol from an LCBO outlet or somewhere else and also on proximity to outlets). 

-Taverns and bars- licensing. 

-Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario- for liquor sales license info. 

-Ministry of Revenue (tobacco taxes) + ministry of finance

-LCBO- zoning and fast food outlets- Actions: Samara to investigate.
-Ontario Parks and rec…community gardens (communal) and allotment plots 

-Also, Halton worked on community profiles…locating grocery stores… “Our Kids Network” & Shelly Lothean + Andrea James are the contacts for work on the RRFSS module…

Subgroup members asked what the purpose would be of contacting Region of Waterloo and Peel Health. Peel was working with Larry Frank. The subgroup discussed the Walk on Survey (self report data). Simcoe, Waterloo, Central West group is involved…RRFSS has looked into the walk on survey. RRFSS has one module developed and two more in the works. Health and Urban Design. Other ones: perceptions of importance of public transportation & walkability. Anne-Marie has draft indicators and will send to the group. AMH is on this group on the periphery. Anne-Marie circulated draft indicators to group by email.
The subgroup discussed possibly including Nutritious Food Basket info. Each public health unit has their own cost calculated but there may be unequal sampling and so no recommendation was made on this.

Subgroup discussed possibly contacting Ontario Agency for Health Protection and Health Promotion to find out what sorts of plans they have related to data sources. Subgroup members explained that the Strategic Directions has been released and the agency has recruited a new chronic disease epidemiologist. We can engage them here for sure but it may be too early as the agency is in the beginning phases of development. Chronic Disease and Health Promotion Director is yet to be recruited as well. The subgroup agreed that the agency may be a good to contact to lobby for access to data. 

Actions: Harleen to draft list of organizations, send to Ahalya for checking and then to forward to Kim.
5.0 Develop spreadsheet column headings for Kim to populate information from each data source
5.1 Brainstorming ideas on column headings
Ahalya read out suggestions to subgroup. Subgroup agreed with suggestions and highlighted the four key questions that we would definitely want answers for and should start with.
· Current purpose of the database.

· The variables each database contains relevant to the built environment; *******

· Policy and procedures related to the database including history of the database; how often is it updated; sources of informaiton used to populate the database; ********

· Human and financial resources to keep the database current;

· How is the information in the database currently being used and by who (what types of organizations/departments)?

· Is it accesible to outside organizaitons such as local public health practitioners; If so, is there a fee or no charge?********

· Area/region the database covers.********
· Future plans for the database.

· Comprehensiveness/data quality

A larger discussion started on the literature review. The subgroup raised a point that we need to decide on what the literature says about the association between alcohol and disease. Similarly, we should look into advertising and billboards in retail store outlets and the link with drinking.
Actions: Samara will check with Alcohol Policy Network.

5.2 Finalize column headings
See 5.1

Actions: Harleen to draft spreadsheet, send to Ahalya for checking and to then forward to Kim.

6.0 Project plan and next steps 

Harleen reviewed the next meeting dates. Meeting 4 has yet to be scheduled- there have been some difficulties in trying to find a time that works with everyone’s availability.

Next meetings are:

Meeting 3: Friday February 27, 2009   1:30 PM – 3

*Identify the constructs we want to measure /develop indicators on 

*Look at current/existing data sources and identify available data

that would be useful for developing TBE indicators (e.g CCHS)

Meeting 4
*Dialogue with Kim and WG to review the developed constructs and for

Kim to offer suggestions/advice on if the chosen constructs can be

measured

*Kim-to determine if the chosen constructs can be measured with the

available database list

*Develop a final list of constructs by the end of the meeting

Actions: Harleen to send project plan in next two days. Harleen to schedule last meeting for work on pre-indicator development (i.e. until March 31, 2009).

