Core Indicators For Public Health In Ontario

Core Indicators Work Group: Social Determinants of Health Sub-Group
	Date:
	Tuesday March 30, 2010

	Location:
	Teleconference

	Attendees: 
	Nancy Ramuscak, Luanne Jamieson, Cameron McDermaid, Virginia McFarland, Bill Kou

	Regrets:
	Alissa Palangio, Jostein Algroy, Diane Patychuk

	Chair:
	Nancy Ramuscak

	Recorder:
	Nancy Ramuscak


Draft Minutes
	
	Item
	Action

	1.0
	Review of Agenda  

	Two items added:

4.3 OPHA-alPHa-COMOH Newsletter

4.4 Low income rate indicator

	2.0
	Review of Minutes February 25, 2010
No revisions to minutes
	

	3.0
	Business Arising
	

	3.1
	Previous action items
All previous action items complete
	

	4.0
	New Business
	

	4.1
	Change to Income Inequality Indicator & Use of Indicator Comments Section
In response to Lee Sieswerda’s email (dated March 2nd) Nancy removed the following statement from the Income Inequality indicator: “The evidence for the correlation between income inequality and the health of the population is slowly dissipating. There is very little confirmation of such a relation outside the United States.”
This raises the issue of the true intent of the “Indicator Comments” section and 1) the difficulty in keeping this section up-to-date if there is a great deal of contextual literature included and 2) how to deal with opposing views within the literature. It was discussed that some indicators may require more contextual information than others.
	Nancy to forward this discussion to the CIWG for decision/guidance on how to determine the appropriate level of contextual literature which should be included with the indicators.

	4.2
	Data Sources Review
Nancy shared the list of data sources included in the core indicators from the CIWG with which sub-group has been assigned responsibility for updating each Data Source section on the web-site. The group decided to update these as they are dealt with within the core indicator revision process.
	Nancy to revise Data Source documents as necessary and bring forward to the group for discussion. 

	4.3
	OPHA-alPHa-COMOH Newsletter 
Nancy shared summary drafted for the newsletter. 
	Any comments on summary to be sent to Nancy by end of the day Wednesday March 31st. Nancy to send completed newsletter to the group, once released.

	4.4
	Low income rate indicator
In response to Lee Sieswerda’s email (dated March 25th), the group decided to update the term “incidence rate” with “prevalence rate”, although there may be some disagreement about the use of the term rate versus proportion.
	Nancy to revise the Low Income Rate indicator page to reflect this.

	5.0
	Indicator Updates
	

	5.1
	Indicator Review Template
Cam created a template to keep track of the changes which are made to each of the indicators. 
	Nancy will send out the complete table with each newly revised indicator.

	5.2
	Review Revised Population by Age and Sex Indicator
Virginia sent email to Nancy with additional information for the Data Source section regarding population projections.
More detail will be added to the Basic Categories section regarding what age groups are reflected within each IntelliHEALTH grouping.

Comment from Nancy for Indicator Comments section will be addressed by the additional information from Virginia referenced above.
Virginia still waiting to hear from IntelliHEALTH regarding whether changes in boundaries over time are accounted for in the IntelliHEALTH data.

	Nancy to add additional information from Virginia’s email.

Virginia to provide additional detail regarding the age groupings in IntelliHEALTH.

Nancy to remove the extra line from the Definitions section (starting with health planning region).

Virginia to follow-up with IntelliHEALTH. Nancy to add this to next agenda for discussion.

Nancy to share revised indicator with group once complete.

	5.3
	Next Steps
Group decided to work together on the next two indicators (Population Growth and Projected Population Growth). After each indicator revision is complete, the group may readdress the issue of breaking up into sub-groups or continuing to work together as a core group.
At the next meeting, the group will decide which indicator(s) to focus on next and prioritize the remaining indicators.
	Nancy to send a meeting request for two weeks from this date.

Cam to tabulate the number of hits on each of indicator pages on the web-site to help prioritize the remaining indicators.

Nancy to confirm with Diane Patychuk her interest in participating in the group.

	6.0
	Standing Items
	

	6.1
	Core Indicators Working Group Update 
Nancy provided an update from the March 8th CIWG meeting:

· Sub-group membership list updated on web-site

· Orientation package being developed

· Reminder to post any interesting listserve discussion on the wiki

· Meeting minutes will be updated to the CIWG website

· Indicators will have an authors/acknowledgement section

· CIWG working on a document to align the indicators with the OPHS

	All members to check their name and affiliation on SDOH subgroup listing on web-site

	6.2
	Items to bring forward to CIWG 

See item 4.1 action item
	

	7.0
	Date, Time and Location of Next Meeting


	Nancy to send meeting request for two weeks from now.
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