Reproductive Health sub-group of Core Indicators Working Group

Minutes of September 21, 2007

	Present: 

Mary Anne Pietrusiak (chair)


Asma Razzaq

Carol Paul 

Levina Kahumba (MOHLTC)

Amira Ali


	Regrets: 


Karey Iron

Elizabeth Rael

Kirsten Rottensten

Graham Woodward

Emily Karas

Ruth Croxford 

Chee Wong

Jim Bottomley 
Sherri Deamond (on maternity leave)


1.0 Minutes of June 25, 2007– Minutes approved
2.0 Review agenda – Agenda approved
3.0 PHAC Funding Application

· Mary-Anne reported that funding approvals for the successful applications was supposed to be announced in September, but she has since heard from Elizabeth Rael that it will be postponed till November.  Mary-Anne will update the group on the outcome.

4.0 Outstanding items

4.1 Therapeutic Abortions (TAs)

· On August 15th, 2007 Chinyere Nmezi  from the PHPDB sent the pre-programmed TA query that Ian Taylor designed.  Complete documentation of how to run the query and where the data came from were also sent along with the e-mail from Chinyere.

· Of note is that the years are pre-programmed in the query (2001 – 2004).  If one wants a single year, the prompt has to be changed through a drop down menu within the query.

· Mary-Anne ran the query and found it very easy and fast.  She compared the counts from the TA query and those from HELPS (2001 – 2004) and found some small differences between the two. She sent to spreadsheet to Ian Taylor and Chee Wong for comment but has not heard anything from them yet. Chee is currently on vacation.
· ACTION: Mary- Anne will follow up with Ian and Chee as to the reasons behind the different counts obtained when using the TA query and HELPS so that this can be included in the indicator documentation.

· The spreadsheet also has data back to 1981 from HELPS (for Ontario and Durham), with each of the HELPS releases listed. The group discussed the HELPS data sets and that for health units with new epidemiologists, it might be difficult for them to know the history of the data across the years and where the datasets are located. ACTION: Once information about the query/HELPS differences is available, Mary-Anne will post to APHEOLIST that she can provide the spreadsheet to those who would like it.
· The group agreed that they will not recommend using one method over the other (TA query vs HELPS) but will document the differences between them.

4.2 Fetal Losses Superquery

· Mary-Anne got a test version of the query, provided recommendations (split groupings 0-9 and 10-14) to Teresa Bay at the MOHLTC who has finalized it based on the recommendations. The query will be released soon.

· ACTION: Mary-Anne will follow up with Teresa regarding documentation for the query.
4.3 Live birth

· Mary-Anne ran live birth queries using Vital Statistics and Hospitalizations. There were slight differences in the counts between the two (hospitalizations always had more live births than the vital statistics).
· The question is should the live birth < 500 gms be excluded from the live birth counts because they are at the line of viability?  They should be excluded in the infant mortality calculations. The group agreed to research this issue a little bit more before making recommendations on whether they are to be excluded or not for indicators such as crude birth rate, fertility rates, preterm rates, birth weights.  The consensus was that we should be consistent with the general practice. ACTION: Mary-Anne will check the indicators of the Canadian Perinatal Surveillance System (CPSS) and Stats Can to see if they exclude them or not.

· Another issue that was discussed is that we should be using “admission year” rather than the calendar year that’s on the PHPDB, which is based on discharge. Currently there is no “admission year” on the PHPDB, but one can derive it using the admission date.  

· ACTION: Mary-Anne will try to derive this admission year and re-run the query to see if there are any differences between using admission and discharges. Mary-Anne will talk to Chinyere Nmezi from the PHPDB to add a calendar year based on “admissions” to the model.
4.4 Stillbirths

· Amira ran the stillbirth data from the hospitalizations and the vital statistics using the exclusions of ( >500 gms or >22 weeks of gestation if the birth weight is missing).  The hospitalizations were capturing more stillbirths than the vital statistics.  

· There is no way to perform those exclusions from the hospitalizations because the birth weight and gestational age are not available from the PHPDB for stillbirths.

· Niday numbers were not comparable to any of the other sources due to the incomplete Ontario coverage of the database prior to 2006.

· ACTION:  Amira will talk to Chinyere to provide the gestational age and the birth weight on the PHPDB. Amira will summarize all the issues with the stillbirths using the 3 different data sources (DAD, VS and Niday).  Amira will verify with Jim Bottomley as to when shall we assume 100% provincial coverage for Niday so that it can be included in the indicator documentation. 

· ACTION: Mary-Anne will follow up with Elizabeth Rael regarding the criteria that the ORG uses for defining stillbirths.

4.5 Smoking during pregnancy

· Amira drafted a letter of recommendation to the Niday Perinatal  Database Committee to make the smoking during pregnancy variable a mandatory field.
· ACTION: the group need to review the letter and provide feedback to Amira via e-mail.  Amira will follow up with Jim Bottomley as to who should the letter be addressed to.  Amira will follow up with Jason Garay if we can use APHEO letterhead for the letter.  
5.0 Recommendations for Core Indicators Working Group

· Mary-Anne will provide an update on the work of the group at the next Core Indicators WG meeting on September 28, 2007. She will discuss the TA query and fetal losses query, the use of patient service code 51 to identify deliveries, and the admissions date for identifying newborns.
6.0 Next Teleconference: Scheduled for November 9, 1:30 – 3:00 pm
ACTION: Mary-Anne will add Levina Kahumba from the MOHLTC to the group list.
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