Core Indicators for Public Health in Ontario - Reproductive Health Sub-Group
Minutes
	Date:
	Wednesday, May 11, 2011

	Location:
	Teleconference

	Attendees: 
	Mary-Anne Pietrusiak, Amira Ali, Deshayne Fell, Nancy Ramuscak, Carol Paul, Enayet Raheem, Hilary Caldarelli, Jessica Deming, Oren Jalon, Janette Bowie

	Regrets:
	Lorraine Telford, Sandy Dupuis (on maternity leave)

	Chair:
	Mary-Anne Pietrusiak

	Recorder:
	Jessica Deming


Minutes
	
	Item
	Actions

	1.0
	Review of Agenda  
	Mary-Anne welcomed Enayet Raheem, who is taking Ali Artaman’s place on the sub-group.
The agenda was accepted with the addition of 5.8 ISCIS Documentation. Item 5.4 was moved to the beginning of the meeting so Hilary could address it before she had to leave.   

	2.0
	Review of Minutes:
March 9, 2011
	The minutes were accepted without revisions. 
ACTION 1: Mary-Anne will post the minutes on the website.

	3.0
	Business Arising
	

	3.1
	Fetal losses query
	Mary-Anne had no new information to report.

	3.2
	BORN data – PHU access, general update
	Paul Fleiszer is continuing to have discussions with BORN Ontario on behalf of public health to determine how PHUs will be able to access the data. One option that is being discussed now involves a reporting database that is being built as an add-on to the registry. We had been pushing for record-level access to the registry but it is unlikely that the Information and Privacy Commissioner Ontario (IPC) would allow this, which was confirmed with discussion Nancy had with the IPC.

The main issue with PHU access to BORN data is risk assessment of identification as determined by the algorithms used by the lab at CHEO. BORN goes through risk assessment of identification for all datasets they release to researchers and others. If a dataset doesn’t pass a certain threshold, then aggregation or suppression must occur before the dataset can be released.
Deshayne updated the group that there are now more BORN briefings being held. The BORN Build briefing series will continue and there is also a more general series of BORN Briefings which will update on things such as privacy submissions and committee work. A calendar of briefing dates is in the latest BORN bulletin.


	3.3
	Vital Statistics Update
	Carol has requested the new 2008 live birth data from Stats Can. There may be some implications for the birth data from the new Stats Can privacy policies, e.g., postal code may not be provided.
 

	4.0
	New Business
	

	4.1
	Vital Statistics stillbirth data
	Nancy presented some issues with the 2006/2007 Vital Stats stillbirth data from IntelliHEALTH. The country of birth of the parents and the cause of death is missing for all Ontario records. It is not clear yet when, if ever, cause of death will be provided, but the issue may be that ORG has not provided that information to Stats Can. 
The Peel MOH has brought up the issue of ORG data quality with the CMOH of Ontario’s office. They are trying to arrange a meeting with ORG reps to discuss data quality issues. BORN is also trying to meet with ORG to have this same discussion. A meeting with BORN and ORG may happen in June. Nancy, Deshayne and Carol will connect offline to see if there is an opportunity to work on this together.


	5.0
	Work Plan
	

	5.1
	Documentation Resource 
	Nothing new done on the documentation resource since last meeting. Many of the outstanding items were left because we didn’t have enough information at the time. Things left to finish up include 1) Table 2.3 needs to be finished up (highlighted indicators need further wording development); 2) Clean up recommendations; 3) Table 2.2 add stillbirths to list.
Congratulations to Deshayne who will be starting her PhD at McGill in September! She hopes to have a replacement for this group before she leaves.
ACTION 2: Nancy will finish outstanding items. 

ACTION 3: Deshayne will follow up with midwifery program to see if 2009 data can be released and added to the table.


	5.2
	Vital Statistics Birth Data (Data Source Resource)
	Nancy and Carol revised the existing data source document. Reduced emphasis on data quality issues as that is well-documented elsewhere. Increased focus on where the data are from, as well as suppression and access issues. We are aiming to finalize this document at our July meeting. Nancy and Carol will also hopefully have a chance to review the new 2008 birth data by then.

ACTION 4: Group members to review and provide comments by email to Nancy and Carol before the July teleconference.


	5.3
	Crude birth rate
	Amira volunteered to draft some comments for the crude birth rate indicator but hasn’t had the chance to work on this yet. There isn’t a lot to change with this indicator so not much work will be needed.

ACTION 5: Amira to send this indicator out to the group when revised.
 

	5.4
	Birthweight
	Hilary, Lorraine and Amira have been reviewing the literature review related to birth weight and infant size for gestational age at birth. The literature and the CIHI report all recommend using SGA over birth weight. The group agreed we should keep birth weight as a core indicator, as it is a long-standing indicator, commonly used (e.g., Ministry Initial Report on Health). 

Hilary, Lorraine and Amira are aiming to finish their individual literature review work by end of May. They will compare notes and bring this back to the group at the next teleconference.


	5.5
	Pregnancy rates
	Mary-Anne presented an updated indicator. She noted that teen pregnancy rate has been removed from the Stats Can Health Indicators – will have to update this indicator if this is a permanent change.

ACTION 6: Mary-Anne to connect with Brenda Wannell to find out reason for removing teen pregnancy rate from Stats Can Health Indicators.  
Some work is still needed before this indicator can be finalized, e.g., how to count deliveries in hospital data is not included yet. 
There was discussion on how to refer to Niday/BORN data in the core indicators documents, since the BORN databases are technically still separate until September but we would like to make changes now rather than update it all later. It was agreed that we should refer to it as BORN (formerly Niday). 
ACTION 7: Nancy will help Mary-Anne finish work on the pregnancy indicator for the July meeting. 
ACTION 8: Mary-Anne to correct the bullet point in the TA abortion summary which states that the adjusted number of TAs should be used for teen pregnancy rates – should be all pregnancy rates.

ACTION 9: Nancy and Mary-Anne will work on TA documentation together. Much of the information can be lifted from the intelliHealth query documentation and from the Echo report. 


	5.6
	Folic acid supplementation
	Oren and Jessica provided a draft of this indicator. There was discussion about whether to indicate the age range in the description of the indicator and the group agreed that it is easier not to make that restriction. The age range issue can be discussed in the indicator comments. We will aim to finalize this indicator at our July meeting.
Jessica and Oren found in the BORN data dictionary that folic acid supplementation will be collected in BORN at antenatal and at delivery time points. Deshayne indicated that this indicator should be flagged for a standard report for Public Health. 
ACTION 10: Oren and Jessica to make revisions and send it out to the group again.


	5.7
	Next tasks, update to Work Plan
	Next indicator: smoking during pregnancy. This indicator will involve some work as it needs to move from CCHS to BORN, which will be a much better data source. The BORN reports have a lot of information to draw upon for this indicator. Non-response was historically an issue in Niday data but has improved over the years. Next important indicator to work on will be stillbirths.

ACTION 11: Enayet and Oren to work on the smoking during pregnancy indicator. 
ACTION 12: Deshayne to send Oren and Enayet data over time on smoking during pregnancy from BORN. 


	5.8
	ISCIS documentation
	Jessica gave an update on the ISCIS documentation. The earlier version was quite out of date, referring to an epi extract program that was no longer needed. Data limitation and common data quality issues with ISCIS are now mentioned in the documentation. The new HBHC screening tool is also mentioned in the documentation. We will aim to finalize this documentation soon and get it up on the APHEO website.

ACTION 13: Members of the group to provide any comments to Jessica by May 31st. 



	6.0
	Standing Items
	

	6.1
	Core Indicators Working Group Update 
	Nothing new to report. The CIWG will be meeting by teleconference on June 13. Mary Kathryn Tighe, on contract with OAHPP, is working on identifying data gaps from the Core Indicators and the alignment with OPHS document – that work is on-going.

	7.0
	Next Meeting
	July 14 – 1:00-3:00

Amira sends her regrets for the next meeting, but it seems that everyone else can make it so it will proceed as scheduled.
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