Infectious Disease Indicators Sub-group Minutes

April 11, 2006, 9:00am- 10:00a.m.
Present: Brenda Coleman (chair), Katherine Haimes (recorder)

Regrets: Julie Stratton, Sherri Deamond

	Items
	Discussion
	Action to be taken

	1.0 Process of Reviewing and Revising Indicators
	There was some discussion around the process of reviewing and revising the indicators. Since only two members of the group were present, it was suggested that the indicators be reviewed individually and suggested revisions be brought back to the sub-group for decision on change.
	

	2.0 Review of Minutes from Last Meeting
	The suggestions from the Core Indicators Feb 3rd meeting were noted and should be discussed next time with other sub-group members.
	Keep on agenda for next meeting.

	3.0 Review and Revise Indicators
	
	

	3.1 Incidence of Respiratory Infections
	Brenda noted that indicators for respiratory infections (such as influenza incidence/hospitalizations) are missing. Since Brenda is reviewing the Infectious Disease Mortality indicator, she will look into an indicator for Respiratory Infections Incidence and bring it back to the sub-group.

There was some discussion around the suggestion of a 3-yr moving avg for influenza incidence. Brenda and Katherine both felt that this would mask trends and peaks. There was some discussion around looking at incidence (and/or hospitalizations) by flu season or fiscal year or calendar year.
	Brenda to look into an indicator for Respiratory Infections and bring back to the sub-group for discussion.

	3.2 Influenza Vaccination Indicator
	Katherine reviewed the Influenza Vaccination indicator and brought forward some suggestions for revision:

Note: all decisions on indicator revisions to be confirmed by Julie/Sherri 

1. Take out ‘aged 65 years and older or among people in high risk groups’ from the description and keep the 65+ and high risk groups in the specific indicators section. 

Rationale: The flu vaccine is publicly funded for all Ontario residents and the 65+ and high risk groups are still addressed in the specific indicators section

2. Add Corresponding National Objective: 70% coverage of persons aged 65+ and all persons with high risk conditions (by the 2000-01 season) (CCDR 1993 Vol:19-17)

There was some discussion about updating the National Indicator section. There seems to be some overlap with the data sources. The purpose of the National Indicators section needs further discussion.

3. Update comparable health indicators to reflect 2004 Federal Indicators report

4. Update data sources. Add note about chronic conditions questions in CCHS and RRFSS for calculating coverage in high-risk group. 

There was discussion about a telephone survey that was done by the Ministry of Health to assess flu vaccine coverage. Brenda will look for this and send it to Katherine for possible inclusion in data source section.

5. Update analysis checklist to include a note about recalculating weights for seasonal modules when using RRFSS data

6. Update Method of Calculation section. Add endnote to CCHS age groups 12-64 and 12+ to reflect RRFSS age groups of 18-64 and 18+.

7. In the indicator comments section, expand on the comment for universal influenza vaccination and make it a separate bullet. Add a bullet on what NACI defines as high-risk.

8. Update references.

	Katherine to make proposed changes to indicator and send to group for review

Brenda to send Katherine the telephone survey done by the Ministry.

	3.3 Animal Rabies Indicator
	Brenda reviewed the Animal Rabies indicator and brought forward some suggestions for revision:

1.Change description to number of animals with confirmed rabies infection (take out ‘per 100 animals tested). Add confirmed cases of animal rabies by species to specific indicators section.

There was some discussion about including an indicator on the annual number of people give prophylaxis against rabies (per biting reports?). Not sure if this indicator fits with the Animal Rabies section, perhaps create a new indicator? This should be discussed with the group at the next meeting.

2. Update data source.

3. Change method of calculation: number of confirmed cases of rabies (take out denominator and x100)

4. Include more information in the indicator comments from the Ministry of Natural Resources to reflect on raccoon and bat rabies

5. Update references.
	Brenda to make proposed changes to indicator and send to group for review

	4.0 Next meeting
	
	

	Meeting dates
	Brenda will send out an e-mail to set up the next meeting.
	


Next Meeting :

Chair: Brenda       Minutes :
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