Core Indicators For Public Health In Ontario
Core Indicators Work Group Infectious Disease Subgroup
	Date:
	April 14, 2010

	Location:
	Teleconference

	Attendees: 
	Sherri Deamond, Vidya Sunil, Rachel Savage, Dara Friedman, Lindsay Whitmore, Stephanie Wolfe

	Regrets:
	None

	Chair:
	Sherri Deamond

	Recorder:
	Dara Friedman


Draft Minutes
	
	Item
	Action

	1.0
	Review of Agenda  
	

	2.0
	Review of Minutes March 19, 2009
	Minutes approved

	3.0
	Business Arising  none
	

	4.0
	New Business none
	

	5.0
	Indicator Updates
	

	5.1
	Pelvic Inflammatory Disease
·question of whether to attempt to enumerate all cases of disease by combining all data sources (hospitalizations, emergency room visits, medical services records) then looking for duplicates (similar to the TA abortion in intelliHEALHT) OR to measure morbidity by considering the data sources individually. 
	Sherri will continue to investigate 1)  the feasibility of developing a query to combine datasets and resolve duplicates and 2) the utility of an incidence- vs. morbidity-type indicator

	5.2
	Infectious Disease Morbidity
·The challenge is to come up with the appropriate ICD codes for pulling out VPDs and vectorborne disease hospitalizations.
·Discussion of whether it’s necessary to measure morbidity (in addition to incidence, which is in another indicator).  The cancer subgroup decided to drop Cancer Hospitalization as and indicator since good incidence data is available.  Alternatively, hospitalizations could be used as a measure of severe cases (as opposed to all cases) however it may not be worth it considering the challenges with ICD codes. An alternative would be to create a resource to outline how this could be used in special situations. 

·After hearing back from Jeff Kwong, group will decide whether to have Morbidity indicator or create a resource.
	·Sherri will document the questions regarding specific ICD codes.
·Rachel will talk with Jeff Kwong regarding his report looking at burden of illness in Ontario- also has info on ICD codes.

·Rachel will report back about Jeff’s presentation on April 28

	5.3
	Congenital Infections
·Some congenital infections are not in iPHIS; decided to include only diseases in iPHIS

·New congenital infections include listeriosis and viral hep (maternal)

·Only livebirths (not stillbirths) will be included.

·Indicator will be passed to Reproductive Health for them to work on the denominators of the analyses.
	·Vidya will make revisions discussed and distribute to the group for discussion.

	6.0
	Resources Updates
	

	6.1
	iPHIS
·Stephanie is working on a draft, which was circulated during the meeting

·This resource is currently in the APHEO Wiki site, but it will be moved back into the Core Indicators section.


	·Group will discuss circulated draft at the next meeting.

	6.2
	Canadian and Ontario Case Definitions for Infectious Diseases
·Discussion as to whether this resource is necessary given recent publication of new provincial case definitions.  But it would be useful to have Canada-Ontario comparison.
·Rachel said that a research assistant at the Agency is preparing a doc on diseases with discrepant Canada-Ontario case definitions.


	·Rachel will find out if she can circulate the Agency’s document on Canada vs. Ontario case definitions.

	6.3
	Adverse Vaccine Events
·Not necessary because new protocol has all these definitions.
	·Drop this resource but indicate on Adverse Vaccine Indicator to refer to the new protocol

	7.0
	Standing Items
	

	7.1
	Core Indicators Working Group Update 
·The PHAC-funded project (managed by Arlene King) to revise chronic disease indicators has been finished.  Currently there are 6 active indicator subgroups: Health Eating and Active Living, Built Environment (new), Injury and Substance Misuse (new), Social Determinants of Health (new), Reproductive Health, and Infectious Disease.

·Nan Bain’s paper on standardization has been finalized and is on APHEO Wiki on standardization of rates.

·There’s a new section of the website for “retired indicators” under Resources.

·During the Strategic Planning Process (Dec 2009) a workplan was developed to guide the CIWG

·The CI website was revised now to include lots of sublinks.

·Mary-Anne is no longer chair of CIWG.  Shanna Hoetmer took over from her before going on mat leave, and now Brenda Guarda is acting chair.

·The Agency’s Chronic Disease Population Health Assessment Development Project is working on creating a dashboard/online tool to access data related to the indicators.  A pilot project is the development of a template for 1-2 indicators.  A stakeholder consultation was held a few weeks ago.  Jennifer Skinner, who was the lead on the project, is finalizing a report to be sent out in the near future.
· As a follow up to a position paper sent last fall, an APHEO contingent met with staff at OAHPP in January regarding ideas for potential collaboration. Anne Marie Holt, current APHEO President forwarded a follow-up letter to OAHPP detailing these potential areas for collaboration.  One of these areas was on the sustainability of the Core Indicators Project.  Some ideas for support included staffing a full-time project manager, having OAHPP staff join various working groups, be a link to the research community, etc.  The letter has been received and reviewed.  A few epidemiologists have met to discuss a reply and Anne Simard (Dir. External Relations) will coordinate a response.
· A question was raised as to whether this subgroup would continue to meet indefinitely or if it would be disbanded once the current work is complete. Because this particular subgroup will be disbanded, we might want to come up with recommendations for what will need to be revised again and when.
	

	7.2
	Items to bring forward to CIWG  none
	

	8.0
	Date, Time and Location of Next Meeting
May 27, 2:00-3:30am
(group wants to meet before the next CIWG meeting on June 9)
	


1

