
HEAL Sub-group Teleconference 

Thursday July 24, 2008; 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
MEETING MINUTES

Present: 
Natalie Greenidge, Elsa Ho, Shanna Hoetmer, Krystina Nickerson, Peggy Patterson, Sujitha Ratnasingham, Harleen Sahota, Wendy Young,
Recorder: Harleen Sahota
Agenda items:
1. Update on HEAL group membership

2. Introductions and welcome to new members

3. Approval of minutes of May 26, 2008

4. Approval of agenda

5. Business arising

· Indicator review process

· New guideline/template for indicators

6. Indicator updates

7. Priorities and allocation of indicators

8. Next Steps
1. Update on HEAL group membership

-Catherine Shea’s contract with CCO has come to an end.  Rebecca Truscott will be returning from maternity leave at the end of August to take her position on the HEAL subgroup.
-Krystina Nickerson and Natalie Greenidge’s last day: August 29th, 2008
2. Introductions and welcome to new members

-Natalie Greenidge was introduced as a new member (University of Toronto MHSc practicum student at Durham Region Health Department)

-Harleen Sahota was introduced as the Core Indicators-PHAC Project Manager

-Continuing members: Elsa Ho (MOHLTC), Shanna Hoetmer (York Region Community and Health Services Department), Krystina Nickerson (Research Assistant for Wendy Young), Peggy Patterson (Renfrew County and District Health Unit), Sujitha Ratnasingham (Toronto Public Health), and Wendy Young (Canada Research Chair, Memorial University)
3. Approval of minutes of May 26, 2008

Minutes were approved with the following revisions:
-section 4.  Update current version with “Will start working on indicators, beginning with small revisions until person is hired (remove the word “in” between the words “revisions” and “until”)

-section 4: Update current version with “Shanna will send Krystina Cycle 2.1 documentation” (add the word “documentation”)

Action: Harleen will update these changes to the May minutes and will post both sets of minutes to the APHEO website
4. Approval of agenda


Agenda was approved
5. Business arising

· Indicator review process

-Shanna reviewed the process for updating the APHEO indicators 

-Revisions to be made on Core Indicators website using APHEOwiki and then a call will be sent out for reviewers using standardized email (e.g. Core Indicators Work Group, APHEOlist, other experts in the field).  See the infectious disease indicators as an example.
-Adult BMI, Fruit and Vegetable Consumption and Physical Activity Index are ready to be updated and sent for review 

-Some sections will need to be added as per the new guideline/template for indicators, i.e. changes to the indicators, corresponding OPHS outcomes (see below)
Action: Harleen will revise the indicators on the website and send out the call for reviewers, beginning with the Fruit and Vegetable Consumption indicator
Action: Krystina will add a “changes to the indicators” section for each of the three indicators and then forward to Peggy and Shanna

Action: Peggy and Shanna will add a section on the corresponding OPHS outcomes and then forward to Harleen
Action: All to send contact information of potential reviewers to Harleen

· New guideline/template for indicators

-A draft of the ‘Guide to Creating or Editing Core Indicator Pages’ was circulated

-There are some new and/or revised sections in the draft guide which will need to be added to the indicators, for example:

-there is a new section for corresponding outcomes for each indicator from the draft Ontario Public Health Standards (the standards to which public health will soon be accountable). See April 2008 draft posted online.
-new section to include the “changes” to the indicator, right before the “date of last revision” (refer to the newly revised indicators for the infectious disease sub-group on website); note: record the main changes i.e. a summary of the changes


-CPHA style of referencing used in guideline 
Action: All to refer to these guidelines for indicator revisions moving forward.  The guidelines may be revised based on feedback from the groups.
-Comments from group on guideline: 
-In the “Description” section, the rate is “per 10,000” in the second bullet and should change to “per 100,000.”

-A question was raised on whether a sentence in the “Analysis Check List” section (“Suppress numbers <5 or rates and proportions based on counts less than 5”) is applicable to all indicators. Shanna explained that these points in the Analysis Check List are examples of points that could be used for each indicator. 

-a discussion on the “Analysis Check List” section for HEAL: some of these points will be related to CCHS data and we can likely follow Statistics Canada’s guidelines
Action: Harleen to forward correction regarding description to Mary-Anne for revision
6. Indicator updates 
-None
7. Priorities and allocation of indicators
Indicators remaining to be reviewed:
1. Chronic health problems prevalence

2. Current alcohol drinkers

3. Body Mass Index for adolescents

4. Food insecurity

5. Low risk drinking

6. Heavy drinking

7. Drinking and driving prevalence

8. Cost of a Nutritious Food Basket

-Previously, work was done in two groups because there were limited epidemiology resources (i.e. group members and indicators were allocated into two areas: physical activity and nutrition)

-group members decided to work in groups of a minimum of two persons moving forward (preferably with an epidemiologist and an individual who is an expert on the subject matter/ content-related person per group) to have a mixture of expertise in each team and to ensure epidemiological support in each as this was raised as useful in past work; teams of two were also chosen to allow the work to be more manageable amongst group members
-smaller working group meetings between each pair will be held (action item for group)

-recommendations and a review as a group will be conducted as well (action item for group)

-completing the Chronic Health Problems Prevalence indicator was identified as a high priority since Krystina will be leaving at the end of August

First group of priorities:

-Chronic Health Problems Prevalence – (Krystina, Wendy and Sujitha)

-Food Insecurity – (Shanna, Peggy)

-BMI for adolescents – (Sujitha, Wendy)

-Current drinker – (Elsa, Natalie)

Second group of priorities -Background review (Harleen)

- Low risk drinking
- Heavy drinking
- Drinking and driving prevalence

Third item:

-Cost of Nutritious Food Basket (wait until new protocol review is complete)

Other:

-Consider exploring as a potential new indicator/data gap: Drugs and Driving

-Harleen’s role and tasks in the group were discussed
-use CCHS 3.1 until we receive the shared file for CCHS 4.1

8. Next Steps

-meeting Monday, August 25th (10-12) will be held to discuss the Current Alcohol Drinkers and Chronic Health Problems Prevalence indicators (Krystina will send information on the indicator to the group)
Action: Harleen to set up teleconference and distribute agenda

- Harleen can meet with Krystina on the Current Alcohol Drinkers and the Chronic Health Problems Prevalence indicators in August before the general HEAL discussion on these indicators (Harleen, Krystina, Natalie)
-If group members need epidemiological support, they are welcome to contact any of the epidemiologists
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