Core Indicators For Public Health In Ontario

Core Indicators Work Group <Healthy Eating Active Living (HEAL) Subgroup>

	Date:
	August 3, 2010, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

	Location:
	Teleconference

     For calls within Toronto: 416-212-0400 

     Outside of Toronto: 1-866-355-2663 

     Then enter the following code: 77402#

	Attendees: 
	Popy Dimoulas-Graham, Elizabeth Rael, Jennifer Skinner

	Regrets:
	Elsa Ho, Carma Lynn Wylie

	Chair:
	Jennifer Skinner

	Recorder:
	Popy Dimoulas-Graham


Draft Minutes

	
	Item
	Action

	1.0
	Review and approval of Agenda

- Carma Lynn has taken a temporary leave and will not participate in HEAL for the next couple months.
	

	2.0
	Review and approval of Minutes July 8, 2010


	- Jennifer to post meeting minutes to website

	3.0
	Business Arising
	

	3.1
	Screen Time external review – Jennifer

- Friday, July 30 was the deadline, but still awaiting feedback from others; will allow for two more weeks of review
	- Jennifer to follow-up with persons she is awaiting feedback from 

- Jennifer to meet with Elsa to discuss next steps for incorporating reviewers’ comments

	3.2
	Food Insecurity household weights discussion and next steps – Jennifer, Elizabeth and Elsa

- Awaiting feedback from Steven Thomas (he is on vacation during August) 
	- Jennifer to follow-up with Steven Thomas in September

	3.3
	Adult and Adolescent BMI revisions – Elizabeth and Elsa

- Sent forward to Elsa; Elsa to check syntax for Adult 

- Adolescent BMI: made some suggestions (e.g. CCHS variable name); agreed to exclude pregnancies

- Need someone to take the lead on adolescent BMI – it is a mature indicator 
	- Elizabeth to follow-up with Elsa re: revisions

- Popy to take the lead on adolescent BMI

	3.4
	Cost of a Nutritious Food Basket revisions – Jennifer

- Dietician from MHP reviewed the indicator which was very helpful

- Suggested revisions have been made to the website
	

	3.5
	Vegetable and Fruit Consumption – Jennifer

- Peggy and Jennifer have distributed the vegetable consumption indicator to appropriate persons for review (deadline of August 20) 

- Dietician from MHP has reviewed and offered comments to Elizabeth
	- Elizabeth to forward feedback from Amy Gartner, dietitian at MHP 

- Jennifer to meet with Elsa to discuss 

	3.6
	Data Gaps document and HEAL workplan – Jennifer and Popy

Sole data source issue:

- It was suggested by a RRFSS representative that for indicators where RRFSS is the only indicator source, indicators should not be developed until RRFSS is a provincial sample (i.e. all HUs participate)

- Will add a statement related to not moving forward on indicators, as appropriate, to each potential indicator.  E.g. Data is available for all of the indicators however, not all health units have access to RRFSS and OSDUHS.

Child Health

- Elizabeth points out that a data gap exists for all topic areas under child health and should be reflected in the document.  E.g. Information on indicators related to healthy eating and active living for those under age 12, or younger than Grade 7, is not routinely available in population based surveys (e.g. RRFSS, CCHS, OSDUHS). Some information is available in CCHS 2004 2.2 but the sample size is not adequate to analyze or report at the local level. 

Alcohol:

- Elizabeth has reviewed derived variables in CCHS and there is no single derived variable that summarizes low risk/healthy drinking behaviour patterns.

- There are many alcohol variables available in CCHS, including average and day-by-day consumption. There is no derived variable for “healthy” drinking per se. A summary measure (e.g., number of days per week for each category or level of alcohol consumption) would be needed in order to summarize those patterns.  To do this, it would also be necessary to have a conceptual definition with criteria for defining the overall patterns for consumption.  This could include what would be considered as overall “healthy” or unhealthy drinking patterns (a binary outcome), or it could include more descriptive categories with gradations (e.g., drinks alcohol daily and only ever within low-risk drinking guidelines, etc., drinks alcohol heavily weekly).
	- Jennifer to take this issue (indicators for which the primary data source is not available to all health units or is not available at the local level) forward to Core Indicators Working Group

- Popy to determine why there is no consistent definition for food skills

- Elizabeth to identify contact at CAMH (Centre for Addiction and Mental Health) (Jurgen Rehm’s colleague.  It is Norman Giesbrecht.) Once we have the data gaps document updated with the alcohol statements, Elizabeth can forward that to the CAMH contact (Norman Giesbrecht). 

- Elizabeth to send IPAC web information to Jennifer


- Elizabeth and Popy to review draft data gaps document and send feedback to Jennifer.

- Jennifer to send draft data gaps document to CIWG as per their request.
- Group to approve document at next meeting, following discussion and feedback from CIWG. 

	3.7
	Data Sources documents updated (RRFSS, CCHS) – Jennifer and Carma Lynn

RRFSS

- Jennifer circulated to group and made some revisions (e.g. to reflect Ontario Public Health Standards) 

CCHS

- Carma Lynn was working on CCHS
	- Jennifer to change the wording to “should be” not “will be” for the “don’t know” and “refused” responses
- Jennifer to circulate RRFSS document to RRFSS Central East group for review

- Jennifer to follow-up with Carma Lynn to determine work done so far

	3.8
	Adolescent BMI - implications of the new WHO growth charts - - Carma Lynn
	- Jennifer to follow-up with Carma Lynn to determine work done so far

	4.0
	New Business – none
	

	5.0
	Indicator Updates
	

	5.1
	Screen Time – Jennifer
	- Jennifer to follow-up with those she has not heard from regarding feedback and connect with Elsa to begin work on revisions

	5.2
	Meeting Food Guide Recommendations for Vegetable and Fruit Consumption – Jennifer
	- Peggy and Jennifer will hopefully receive all feedback by August 20

	5.3
	Food Insecurity – Jennifer, Elizabeth and Elsa
	- Jennifer to touch base with Steven Thomas in September

	5.4
	Adult BMI – Elizabeth and Elsa
	- Elizabeth to contact Elsa to check on progress

	5.5
	Adolescent BMI – Carma Lynn
	- Popy to work with Elizabeth and Elsa on this indicator

	5.5
	Cost of a Nutritious Food Basket – Jennifer
	- Done; remove from next agenda

	6.0
	Standing Items
	

	6.1
	Core Indicators Working Group Update 
	- Have not met since last HEAL meeting

	6.2
	Items to bring forward to CIWG 
	- Discuss what to do about indicators for which the primary data source is not available to all health units
- Discuss data gaps document – is this sufficient, appropriate for other sub-groups to adopt? Where will this content be housed on the website?

	7.0
	Date, Time and Location of Next Meeting
	- Tentatively book September 3 at 9:30am
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