HEAL meeting minutes June 4, 2010


Core Indicators for Public Health in Ontario

Core Indicators Workgroup <Healthy Eating Active Living (HEAL) Subgroup>

	Date:
	June 4, 2010

	Location:
	Teleconference

	Attendees:
	Jennifer Skinner, Peggy Patterson, Carma Lynn Wylie, Popy Dimoulas-Graham, Elsa Ho, Elizabeth Rael

	Regrets:
	None (Fangli on maternity leave)

	Recorder:
	Peggy Patterson


	
	Item
	Action

	1.0
	Approval of Agenda
	

	2.0 
	Approval of Minutes May 3, 2010

Item 3.2 Food Security should be Food Insecurity.
	Peggy will make the change and post on web site.

	3.1
	Screen Time indicator revisions and approval for external review 

Jennifer has posted the indicator on the website. Art Salmon has agreed to review. Joe Doiron and Michelle Brownrigg are potential reviewers.
	All who have not reviewed the indicator, please do so by Wednesday June 9 and notify Jennifer of anything to change or add.

All will let Jennifer know if we find any external reviewers.

Jennifer will send for external review by the end of the week.

	3.2
	Food Insecurity household weights discussion

Jennifer has spoken with Steven Thomas at Statistics Canada. He suggested that it is possible to analyze the data at the health unit level if we use ratios or proportions, and not counts. He is willing to review a revised version of the indicator. Options are:

1) Make this a provincial indicator - add an explanation that this indicator cannot be analyzed at the health unit level

2) Keep the existing indicator - revise the analysis section to direct users how to analyze using ratios and/or proportions.

3) Keep the existing indicator – use only questions asked only to individuals; exclude household questions. Elizabeth questioned this option: would we still be measuring food insecurity or something else (e.g. hunger?). We wouldn’t be using all of the questions that are used to calculate the food insecurity index. We cannot use the index at the personal level, only at the household level, correct? If we can’t break the index down to the individual level at the provincial level, it does not make sense that we would be able to do it at the HU level.
	Jennifer will question Steven Thomas about the use of ratios or proportions. Jennifer will send Elizabeth and Elsa a draft email to ST with the HEAL group’s questions.

	3.3
	Adult and Adolescent BMI indicators - discussion on exclusion based on Fangli’s analysis: approval of revisions 

Modifications suggested by Fangli and the associated changes in the syntax file were approved (exclusions for proxy respondents and lactating women). 

Elizabeth brought up that on page 78 of the derived variable specifications for CCHS 4.1 (2007), there is a derived variable for self-reported BMI, named hwtdbmi. This variable excludes pregnant women but includes lactating women. Need to add syntax that excludes lactating women. Should we also be updating the indicator to the 2007 data set and documentation? This would require further revision to the indicator.
	Elsa will make changes to the syntax file and Elizabeth will test it. The revised indicator will be posted after this is complete.

Elizabeth and Elsa will update the Adult BMI indicator to 2007. They will also make note of info that would be applicable to the Adolescent BMI indicator.

	
	Cost of a Nutritious Food Basket indicator - data source information for web site

Updated indicator has been posted. There is a lot of overlap between the indicator and the data source info, which seems unnecessary. Sherri suggested that there should be duplication between the indicator and the data source info, as this is the case for other indicators. Data source info has not been posted.
	Jennifer will discuss overlap between indicator and data source information at the CIWG meeting on June 9. 

	3.5
	Vegetable and Fruit Consumption indicator

The indicator comments and references section has been updated based on the recommendation not to use the times/day information from CCHS as a proxy for servings/day. The information is valuable for monitoring changes over time. This may be controversial, as there is a desire to use the information to evaluate adherence to Canada’s Food Guide.
	Peggy will ask if someone at Health Canada (Stefa Katamay?) and Marie Traynor could review the revised indicator. Peggy and Jennifer will review comments from these expert reviewers, then send to CIWG.

	3.6
	Data Gaps document This information may be of interest to the Ontario Risk and Behaviour Surveillance System Advisory Committee. They are looking at gaps in the collection, analysis, reporting, interpretation and dissemination of data.  
	Jennifer and Popy will work on formatting and updating this document.  They will also use this document to develop a workplan with timelines.

	3.7
	Drinking in excess of the Low-Risk Drinking Guidelines The correction has been made and uploaded to the web site.
	

	4.0
	New Business
	

	4.1
	Data sources document updates (RRFSS, CCHS) 

HEAL is responsible for updating info about the CCHS and RRFSS data sources -  see APHEO  web site → Core Indicators → Core Indicators Resources → Data Sources.
	Jennifer will work on updating the info about RRFSS

Elsa and Carma-Lynn will work on CCHS

	4.2
	Formatting indicators on the APHEO web site (re: right margin cut-off) 

When adding an indicator to the web site, there might be a problem with the lines being too long to view in a browser. Sherri Deamond has discovered the solution. Ask Jennifer if you need to know how to fix this.
	

	4.3
	Implications of the new adolescent growth charts for the Adolescent BMI indicator 

PHAC and other national organizations have endorsed the use of WHO growth charts published in 2006 instead of the growth charts from the US Centres for Disease Control, which are in common use across Canada. 

Technical document for 5-19 year olds: http://www.who.int/growthref/en/
Media release from Dietitians of Canada with further links:

http://www.dietitians.ca/news/media.asp?fn=view&id=14319&idstring=
There may be no implications or there may be updates needed to the indicator. No present members of HEAL were involved in revising Adolescent BMI.
	Carma-Lynn will talk to university colleagues about this.

	4.4
	HEAL workplan

See item 3.6.
	Jen and Popy will draft a work plan

	5.0
	Indicator Updates
	

	5.1
	Screen Time

See item 3.1
	

	5.2
	Meeting Food Guide recommendations for vegetable and fruit consumption

This indicator will not be developed. Instead, the Vegetable and Fruit Consumption indicator is being revised. See item 3.5.
	

	5.3
	Food Insecurity

See item 3.2
	

	6.0
	Standing Items
	

	6.1
	Core indicators Working Group Update

Nothing to report, as CIWG has not met since our last meeting. Next meeting is Wednesday June 9.
	

	6.2
	Items to bring forward to CIWG

Data source info for Cost of a Nutritious Food Basket
	Jennifer to request resolution to Cost of a Nutritious Food Basket Data Source location

	7.0
	Next Meeting

Thursday July 8, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.
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