HEAL Sub-group Teleconference 

September 29, 2008; 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
MEETING MINUTES

Present: 
Rebecca Truscott, Shanna Hoetmer, Harleen Sahota, Wendy Young, Elsa Ho, Ahalya Mahendra, Peggy Patterson

Regrets: Sujitha Ratnasingham

Recorder: Harleen Sahota
1.0 Welcome new and returning members: Ahalya Mahendra and Rebecca Truscott. Introductions.
(Shanna -5 min) 2:35
Shanna introduced Ahalya from the PHAC and Rebecca from CCO. Ahalya is a new member and Rebecca is returning from a maternity leave.
All HEAL members introduced themselves to Ahalya and Rebecca.

2.0 Approval of agenda (1 min) 2:36
Approved.

3.0 Approval of Aug 25, 2008 meeting minutes (5 min) 2:41
Action: Under section 5.0, remove “Harleen.”
4.0 Core Indicators Work Group meeting update 
(Shanna & Harleen -10 min) 2:51
An update from the CIWG meeting was given. 

For the current drinker indicator, the Indicator is commonly used as a denominator for other indicators. It is not that common to be tracking it over time. The underage drinking component would be the most useful part of this indicator. The prevalence in adults of current drinking would have to be incorporated into the other alcohol indicators. 
A strategic planning session is being planned for Friday December 5th. 
Harleen reviewed the P&P on Sub-Group Membership and the Sub-Group Terms of Reference. Shanna asked the group for feedback and asked if we needed a subgroup-specific terms of reference. The sub-group decided that a subgroup-specific terms of reference is not needed. 
Action: Harleen to finish P&P’s.
5.0 Update on indicators (see HEAL project plan)
5.1 Indicators under review: Fruit and Vegetable Consumption and Physical Activity Index 
(Harleen -2 min) 2:53
Harleen explained that these indicators are posted online and a call for review has been sent. 
5.2 Indicators under revision: 
5.2.1 Adult BMI syntax files 

(Harleen -30 sec) 2:54
The indicator is complete but the syntax files still need to be revised.

Action: Harleen to finish syntax files.

5.2.2 Current Drinker 
(Harleen, Elsa & Peggy -25 min) 
Changes from the last HEAL meeting have been incorporated. The indicator has been edited and the OPHS section has been added. 
The measure of adult prevalence in this indicator is being dropped. This needs to be confirmed though through more work (consultations). After doing some analyses, there were several PHU’s with counts that were around 30 for the current drinker indicator, age group 12-18. However, all the counts are above 10 and this is ok for bootstrapping. 
We need to analyze the number of current drinkers over time- need to look at CCHS 1.1 vs. 3.1 vs. 4.1. 

Harleen summarized work on the indicator.
Action: Group to send feedback on underage drinking.
5.2.3 Chronic Health Problems Prevalence
(Wendy & Sujitha- 25 min)
The section on the OPHS needs work. 
A comment was raised that it is hard to know what has changed because the version that Kristina sent had track changes accepted. A group member suggested that document compare could be used. 
Actions: Sujitha to distribute draft to group. Group to send feedback. 
6.0 Timelines and tasks for moving indicators to review 
(Group discussion -15 min)

The group agreed that the timelines are ambitious and that we can keep them as is for now and see things go.

The project plan outlines the steps in the revision process for each indicator and provides timelines.
Low risk drinking: Shanna went through the steps of the revision process for each indicator. In general, there is month allocated for the revision within teams before a draft is presented to the group. There are six weeks allocated for review. Time for French translations has also been incorporated. 
The feedback from the group on the plan was that one week for review of the revised indicator by the HEAL subgroup is a bit tight. The group decided to try it and if the timelines are not possible, we will need to think about solutions. There was discussion around cutting into time for the revising the indicator before the indicator goes to the subgroup or to start revisions earlier. Both options were not feasible. 
Actions: 
1) Harleen to think about possible options if the timelines don’t work out.

2) Volunteers for indicator revisions-
Adolescent BMI: Ahalya, Rebecca and Harleen

Low risk drinking: Rebecca

Cost of a nutritious food basket: Ahalya, Wendy and Laurent

Heavy drinking: Shanna and Peggy
Drinking and driving prevalence: Elsa
3) Group members to email Shanna if they would like to volunteer on an indicator. We need volunteers for all three of the drinking indicators and should have two people per indicator (one person with data access must be on each team). One person can choose to revise an indicator independently if they would like but he/she should have data access. 
4) Harleen to contact Lauren for orientation.

5) Shanna to send revised timelines. 

6) Shanna to send adolescent BMI resources to adolescent bmi team. 

7) Food Insecurity and Adolescent BMI will be presenting drafts at next meeting. 

Next meeting: November 3rd, 1:30-3:30
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