HEAL Sub-group Teleconference 

November 3, 2008; 1:30pm-3:30pm
MEETING MINUTES

Present: 
Lauren Josselyn, Harleen Sahota, Shanna Hoetmer, Peggy Patterson, Ahalya Mahendra, Rebecca Truscott, Ana Nikiforovski, Elsa Ho
Regrets: Wendy Young
Recorder: Harleen Sahota

The group went around the table and discussed their backgrounds for new members and guests in the group: Lauren Josselyn and Anna Nikisoroski.
1.0 Approval of agenda (1 min) 
Approved.

2.0 Approval of September 29, 2008 meeting minutes (5 min) 
Sectio 6.0 Item #3: Reworded the sentence discussing that at least one person should have data access to make the point more clear.
Actions: Harleen to post on website.

3.0 Core Indicators Work Group meeting update (Shanna & Harleen -5 min) 
3.1 Guide to creating and editing indicators

The most recent version of the guide is now posted online under Core Indicators. This online version will be the most up to date version of the guide. Harleen reviewed the three points that have changed:
-we can start removing the section on Corresponding Mandatory Objectives since the OPHS are going to be law by the time the indicators that we are revising right now are finished. Also, the OPHS will start to be rolled out over the next couple weeks.

-we can list indicators from the same section of the Core Indicators under the section on Cross References to other Sections. To clarify this, we have changed the name of this section to Cross References to other Indicators.

-Harleen wanted to clarify some of the uses for the Other References section. This section is a place where extra references can be listed which are relevant and useful but have not necessarily been cited or directly used in the indicator (e.g. as experts in the field, we may be aware of some of the data quality issues associated with a data source. We may not have necessarily re-visited a data quality document during indicator creation because we know the points from that document as general knowledge and because we use it every day in our work. However, we may want to include that documentation in our references for other people to refer to. We can use the Other References section for this purpose). We can also list relevant resources which weren’t cited in the indicator but are useful background information. 
Actions: Subgroup to refer to the online Guide for Creating and Editing Indicators during revisions. 
3.2 Strategic Directions Session Dec 5th
There is a strategic directions session being planned for December 5th. Harleen reviewed who will be speaking at this session and the agenda items. We intend to have talks on the new Ontario Agency for Health Protection and Promotion, the APHEO strategic planning results, the PHAC project on Core Indicators, the OPHS and on Performance Indicators. We will discuss the results of two online surveys which will be conducted prior to the strategic planning session. We will also be have small and large group work sessions. Lunch will be provided.
There was a question on whether travel expenses will be covered. 

Actions: Harleen to follow up on coverage for travel expenses for December 5th, 2008 strategic planning session. Harleen to send more info on the event via email. Subgroup to watch for the surveys that will be sent via email in the upcoming weeks.
4.0 Update on review process (Harleen -10 min) 
4.1 Indicators under external review: Fruit and Vegetable Consumption and Physical Activity Index
These indicators are currently under external review. The external reviews will be complete second week of November. The response has been good.

Actions: Harleen to send feedback to indicator teams and teams to incorporate feedback into the indicators after the external review period is complete.

4.2 Adult BMI (including syntax files)
The indicator is posted online but it might need to be modified after the syntax files have been reviewed at the subgroup level.

Actions: Shanna and Elsa to review Adult BMI syntax files for CCHS. Harleen to modify the existing files for OHS. Harleen to incorporate additional changes to indicator online as a result of the findings from checking the syntax files. Harleen to send the indicator for external review once it is ready.
5.0 Indicators for approval 

5.1 Underage drinking 

(Harleen, Elsa & Peggy -25 min) 
Peggy reviewed the changes to underage drinking indicator that was circulated and the feedback from the group. 

Under description, the word ‘teens’ was suggested to be changed to ‘adolescents’ because 12 year olds are not considered to be teens.
Under Indicator comments, OSDUHS was removed because it was confusing to list it alongside information on the CCHS. 

The last comment under indicator comments was clarified- “The age used is the age at the time of survey. For this reason, some people who were 19 at the time of survey but were 18 at some point in the past twelve months would not be captured by this indicator and would be missing. This will lead to an underestimation of the proportion of underage drinking.” The words “will lead to an underestimation” was discussed (it may not always lead to an underestimation) and the meaning of this point was discussed.
Rebecca asked about underage alcohol use and drugs or any other types of addictions. Peggy explained that underage drinking is linked to other risk behaviors. Should include a reference on this.

Shanna has a source on underage drinking from the CDC discussing social problems, legal problems, unwanted or unprotected sexual activity….etc and the relationship of these to drinking. 
Shanna sent this to Peggy and Elsa. 
Actions: 
· Indicator team to incorporate this point from the CDC into the indicator. 

· Under changes made, we need to redraft the changes made and then send to group. Elsa, Peggy and Harleen will send to group.

· Other suggestions- Soften the wording in the changes made and then add in some more parts around the technical side of things i.e. that having at least one drink doesn’t say much and that there was no pattern at all over time. 

End of day November 4th, indicator team to send indicator to group. 

November 7th (group will send feedback to Elsa, Peggy and Harleen). 

November 10th, indicator goes online.

Adult BMI, current drinker – send out at the same time. Nov 10th.

B    R    E    A     K    (5 min) 
5.2 Chronic Health Problems Prevalence

(Wendy & Lauren- 25 min) 
Lauren reviewed this indicator and discussed the feedback that the group sent. Group discussed the indicator.
Actions: 

· Lauren and Shanna will work on this indicator to finish it. 
· Indicator team to delete all outcomes and add item from page 7. 

· Take out the alternative data source for RRFSS. Shanna will look into this and confirm that it is relevant. 

Ethnicity- need to check the documentation to see what this looks like. 
Actions:
· Actions: Add ethnicity under basic categories after analysis if it makes sense to do so. 

· Include some of the references that haven’t been cited and move them to other references.

· Need to update the atlas and insert the reference for the new year. Move references two and three into other references. 

The analysis needs work.

Actions: 
· Under indicator comments, obesity is a risk factor for cancer also and should be included. 5th bullet. “Risk factors for cardiovascular disease include….)

· Include a reference under other references on self reported data (bullet number one). 

· Update the URL for the standards in all documents (Harleen)
6.0 Indicators for HEAL review

6.1 Food Insecurity (10 min) 
Actions: Group to send feedback to Shanna and Peggy on Food Insecurity especially on the survey questions and the outcomes by November 10th. Harleen to finish syntax file for November 15th. 
Title of the indicator: Food security or food insecurity? A smaller sample make it harder to show the insecurity side of it. From a program planning perspective, food insecurity is better. Went back and forth but decided to combine the categories for the severity food insecurity and thus decided to go with food insecurity for first draft.

In the last indicator comment, the number should be “in 2007 8.1% of Ontario households….”
Actions: Indicator team to incorporate in final draft. 

Add the link to the CPHA into the guide (Harleen)
6.2 Adolescent BMI (10 min) 
Harleen reviewed the draft that was circulated for this meeting.
The big change on this indicator was moving towards Cole et al criteria as opposed to the CDC criteria. 

Changes over time in body mass index (BMI) indicator from Statistics Canada and CIHI- indicator team not sure if we should include this here and also then for adult bmi. 

Actions: Shanna will look into the indicator on Changes over time in BMI. 

Team to include the derived variable name under survey questions. Refer people to the analysis check list for derivation details. 

Group to send feedback to team by November 10th (send to Rebecca, Ahalya and Harleen).
7.0 Timelines and next steps – project plan

(Group discussion -15 min) 
The review period was six weeks. 
Harleen shared information that the Cancer subgroup is going with a five week review period. Harleen will be sending out reminder emails if we don’t start getting a response. The rationale for this was because reviewers for the Fruit and Vegetable indicator and the PAI indicators got in touch with Harleen during the first few weeks and then there was no additional response. Also, this will help to clear up some time for the other tasks. Group agreed to go with this suggestion.

Actions: 
· Harleen to request feedback for these three indicators by December 12th (5 week review period). Leave extra week for extensions. 

· Moving forward, Adult bmi syntax file need to be reviewed (Elsa and Shanna).

· Food insecurity and adult bmi syntax files need to be completed (Harleen).

· Project plan needs to be revised (Shanna). 
· Send out a call for reviewers for HEAL (Harleen).
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