MINUTES

Core Indicators Working Group

Cancer, Smoking and Sun Safety Sub-Group

Meeting #16-2008
Date:

October 29, 2008
Time:

1:30 pm – 3:30 pm
Place:

Teleconference

Chair:

Brenda Guarda

Recorder:
Harleen Sahota
Present: Beth Theis, Jolene Dubray, Katherine Russell, Brenda Guarda, John Barbaro, Harleen Sahota
Regrets: Sue Bondy, Carol Paul, Elizabeth Rael
	Discussion
	Action

	Assignment of Recorder 
	Harleen 

	1. Additions to Agenda
	none

	2. Review Previous Minutes  (September 24, 2008)
Section 5D in last meeting minutes: Group discussed the point in the last meeting minutes on billing data from ICES to clarify the discussion. 
 ICES uses administrative data to produce cancer screening estimates at the LHIN level for the Cancer System Quality Index (hosted on the Cancer Care Ontario website). The question for ICES is “Could ICES produce these screening estimatesat the PHU level, using the same algorithms as for the CSQI?” 
Harleen asked who this letter should be going to. 
       

	Harleen to refer to the Cancer System Quality Index and send email to Gary Spencer (Director Monitoring and Reporting) – Gary was the contact in the email that Elizabeth forwarded to Harleen; this arose from discussion at the last OHDUG meeting.
Beth to send an email to George Pasut to get input on the list of cancers for the cancer incidence and cancer mortality indicators in relation to the OPHS and for PHU level analyses. 

 

	3. Cancer subgroup project plan- 15 minutes

a. Review and additional feedback

b. Proposal to change 30 day external review period to 25 days. If approved, which tasks should we add more time onto?


	The group agreed to move to a 25 business day external review period vs. the previous 30 day external review period. Also, if external reviewers need an extension, then we will provide this.

Harleen to remove the words “Review and revise indicator” under task number one for all new indicators.

Harleen to add extra time from the external review period reduction onto task number three (“Feedback on proposed indicator revisions”). 

 

	4.
Updates to the Guide for Editing and Creating Indicators (Harleen) - 5 minutes
Harleen reviewed the three section of the guide which have been updated.
1) The section on the mandatory objectives can now be removed since the OPHS will become law by the time these indicators are finished revisions.

2) The “Cross References to Other Sections” section can now be changed to “Cross References to Other Indicators” and indicators from the same section can be listed here. 

3) The section on “Other References” is a place to record additional (un-cited in the indicator) key, useful references.


	Harleen to copy information in Guide for Editing and Creating Indicators into a word document and send to cancer group to be used as a template. 
Group to refer to the most recent version of the guide as posted online. 

	5.
Business Arising

a.
Smoking status (Harleen)- 5 minutes
Indicator is complete. Need subgroup approval before sending for external review.
b. Cancer incidence and Cancer mortality (Harleen) 
The codes for cancer in the leading causes subgroup should match our indicator. 

Harleen is behind on these indicators and is working through the cancer codes.

c. Minors Access to Tobacco (Jolene)– 5 minutes
Jolene explained that the last update on this indicator was in September of last year. The indicator has been updated to the guide for creating and editing indicators. 
There was a question on whether we should be including the link to the indicator under Corresponding Health Indicator(s) from Statistics Canada and CIHI. Harleen explained that yes we should.
d. Smoke Free Homes (Katherine)- 15 minutes
e. Smoking Attributable Mortality (Brenda)- 20 minutes
Brenda presented and reviewed the first draft with the group.

Notes: 

· Dolly’s paper is raising areas we need to look into. 

· CCHS and RRFSS- what smoking rates should we use? Today or twenty years ago? Need to look at the impact of calculations at the PHU level. 
· There is variability across papers on smoking related disease categories. 

· There are slight differences in the codes that Doug Manuel used (Doug’s codes are ICD 9 codes). 
· There are some diseases which are influenced by age and not necessarily due to smoking. The SAM calculation depends on the SAF. We need to figure out how to report these numbers.

· There are differences in the relative risks used across sources. 

· For the Passive smoking attributable mortality and the Pediatric disease smoking-attributable mortality (PDSAM), still need to figure out the age categories (e.g. 64/65+ or five year age groups or something different- still unclear).

· Analyses at the PHU level- currently stalled and need advice. 

f. Colorectal Cancer Screening (Beth and John)- 20 minutes
Team has updated some links. The gist of this indicator hasn’t changed. The OPHS still needs to be incorporated. 

This is a core module in RRFSS for 2009. There have been some modifications to the RRFSS content. 
g. Progress on Quit Smoking (Harleen and Jolene)- 10 minutes
Harleen explained that the Quit Smoking indicator has been started on and that it is off to a good start. The first draft is due Dec 8th and we should be okay to meet this deadline.

CCHS 2.1 : questions on quit smoking were asked. Need to check 2005 and 2007. May not have been asked for CCHS. 
Group member looked up CCHS 4.1 and Stages of change was optional in 2007.
John explained that if there isn’t enough data to measure stages of change, then an indicator on former smokers would still be helpful. 

	Indicator is ready for external review. Group to send feedback to Harleen by Wednesday, November 12th. Jolene to send info on the last two points in indicator comments to Harleen. Harleen to include OSDHUS, CTUMS and SHAPES under “Other References.”
Similar to the letter to ICES, Harleen could also send a letter to OSDUHS requesting PHU level data.

Harleen to review codes from the leading causes subgroup, codes in cancer incidence and cancer mortality as they currently sit and codes in Brenda’s summary spreadsheet on cancer codes for the Cancer subgroup. Note discrepancies.
Brenda to send note to Harleen on update to the leading cause groupings.
Group to send feedback to Jolene on this indicator by Monday November 10th (Jolene requested special attention to the OPHS section). 
Katherine will send a draft to the group between now and the next meeting.

Group to send feedback to Brenda on this indicator by Nov 10 (especially the OPHS section and the issues discussed at this meeting). 
Brenda to ask for advice from Sue and Dolly to understand what should be done with this indicator for analyses at the PHU level. 

Nov 7-20: Beth will send draft to group. 

Nov 19-20th: Group will send feedback to Beth and John. 



	6. New Business
CIWG meeting is on Oct 30th and the Cancer subgroup needs to provide an update. 

Brenda asked for feedback from the group. There was no feedback/no questions from the group. 

There is a strategic directions session being planned for Dec 5th in Toronto. Sub-group members are invited. 


	Brenda to give update on Cancer subgroup at Oct 30th CIWG meeting.

Subgroup members to stay tuned for more details.

	Next Meeting Date and Location
      

December 8, 2008

Teleconference

1:30-3:30pm
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