Core Indicators Work Group

November 27, 2008 Teleconference
1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Present: Ahalya Mahendra, Sherri Deamond, Mary-Anne Pietrusiak, Shanna Hoetmer, Katherine Russell, Brenda Guarda, JoAnn Heale, Harleen Sahota, Brenda Wannell 
Regrets: Julie Stratton, Carol Paul
Elizabeth Real

1.0 
Approval of Minutes of October 30, 2008
Discussion on Not Stated: Change to say that Stats Can is looking into the Not Stated issue.

2.0 
Approval of Agenda

Approved.

3.0 
Old Business

3.1 Standardization paper and recommendations

The Standardization paper is almost complete – two points need to be fixed and references need to be updated. The standardization recommendations group (Nam, Harleen, Brenda W., Sherri) will meet Dec 2nd to draft recommendations.

The final product will be a paper + recommendations + Excel spreadsheets. The spreadsheets will contain sample calculations. There was a question asking if syntax files were also going to be created – not at the moment. 
ACTIONS: Paper + spreadsheets to be finished by Nam. Recommendations to be finished by small group that has been selected to do this. Harleen to post on the web. 

3.2  P&Ps: Membership, Generic terms of reference for sub-groups
The P&P on Membership was reviewed. Changed “Related Forms” to “Related Documents”. Approved with changes.
The Subgroup Terms of Reference was reviewed. The following changes will be made:
· Under subgroup member responsibilities: second last bullet, add “(if applicable)” after Project Manager and reorder with subgroup lead

· Fourth bullet add to end “and provide feedback to subgroup lead or PM (if applicable)

· Add additional bullet “Review and approve final version of indicators and resources”
· Delete part about “Approval emails/no comments emails”- if no comment, then it is assumed that the member has approved it.

· How to set up a teleconference will be included in a related document.
· It was suggested that a resource package be put on the APHEO website for new members as part of an orientation.
· Specific deliverables for the sub-group could be documented elsewhere if the sub-group did not want to modify the generic terms of reference.
ACTION: Harleen to create P&P on ‘How to set up a teleconference.’

The P&P on membership was adopted with the above changes (Moved by Sherri Deamond, Seconded by JoAnn Heale)
ACTION: Harleen to post on website after changes are incorporated.
Organizational chart will be its own document, as a related document in the P&P. Good to include for orientation. The following changes were recommended: make dotted lines between PM and the three subgroups; change to Core Indicators PHAC Project Steering Committee; and remove link between Project Manager and Infectious Disease and Reproductive Health Sub-Groups. This is a living document and may change.

ACTION: Harleen to post on website after changes are incorporated.

There was a question about the role of the Steering Committee beyond the hiring of the PM. 
ACTION:  Mary-Anne will check the documentation on the role of the Steering Committee. 

4.0 
New Business

4.1  December 5 Strategic Planning meeting
A few details about the meeting were discussed. Druxy’s will be catering. The location is the PHAC regional office in Toronto, through our new member, Ahalya Mahendra. 
Survey results: 65 members filled out the “ALL” survey and 22 Core Indicator members filled out the “CI members” survey. 
There may be some funding available from PHAC on the built environment. Kim Bergeron could be hired as a contractor to do some of the work. A new subgroup would be formed but some of the work would be contracted out to her. Since data will be coming from planning departments and not just from health databases, it will be good to have Kim’s help. Ahalya will be doing work around built environment at PHAC and could perhaps be the lead for the subgroup. Ahalya will be writing up a funding contract to get this work done.
ACTION:  Mary-Anne to send Ahalya the application that was submitted to PHAC for Core Indicators project so that she can adapt for funding a built environment project. 

4.2  Inclusion of OHS in indicators

OHS data is getting old. We could include for history but comparability may be difficult with CCHS. New syntax files can only be created for some indicators. It becomes harder to find documentation if we do want to include it. The Group agreed that the OHS is too old to keep in each relevant indicator but we do not want to lose the information completely.

ACTION:  Harleen will put all of the OHS information in the OHS data source and refer to this resource in the appropriate indicators. New syntax files will not be created. This is the same process being used for HELPS.

5.0 
Sub-Group Updates

Harleen requested CIWG reviewers for smoking status, chronic health problems prevalence and underage alcohol drinking. We currently don’t have CIWG reviewers and must have at least one CIWG member’s review per indicator. 
ACTION: Mary-Anne volunteered to review Chronic Health Problems Prevalence, Sherri Deamond volunteered to review Underage Alcohol Drinking. We are still looking for a reviewer for Smoking Status.

5.1  Smoking and Cancer Screening Sub-Group (Brenda Guarda)
Last meeting was Oct 29th, next meeting is Dec 8th. The Smoking Status indicator is under external review. First drafts for most of the indicators were on the agenda for Oct 29th. 

Harleen explained that work is underway and progress is being made (things are looking positive). She’s behind on some of her work on the Cancer subgroup. 
5.2  Healthy Eating and Active Living Sub-Group (Shanna Hoetmer)
Indicators under external review include Physical Activity Index and Fruit and Vegetable Consumption. There has been a good response. The Adult BMI indicator is ready but syntax files need completion. Underage Alcohol Drinking and Chronic Health Problems Prevalence are almost ready. Food insecurity and adolescent BMI are in the works. Syntax files need completion.
5.3 Infectious Diseases Sub-Group (Sherri Deamond)
This sub-group met earlier this week. They have incorporated feedback from external reviewers and need to get final versions of indicators up on the web. The indicators have been divided up amongst members and should be going up soon. Since the group is losing two members to mat leaves, Dec 15th will likely be last meeting because things should be wrapped up by then. 

The hospitalization indicators are outstanding. One of the changes being documented is that the PHPDB is switching interfaces to Intellihealth from Hummingbird BI Query. They will leave the reference to PHPDB but are uncertain as to how to document Intellihealth.
ACTION:  Sherri will consult with JoAnn to determine the best way to document.
The Congenital Infections indicator still needs work that will necessitate consultation with the Reproductive Health sub-group. 
5.4  Leading Causes Sub-Group (JoAnn Heale)
The Leading Cause of Mortality spreadsheet has been sent to the CIWG for review. The sub-group is finishing off Leading Causes of Inpatient Hospitalizations. They will use the standards and then recommend ICD 10 chapters or ICD 10 blocks or International shortlist. 

JoAnn will update the All Cause Mortality and All Cause Hospitalization indicators once the codes are finalized. 
6.0 
Next Meeting
Will discuss meeting at next Friday’s strategic planning session. 
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