Core Indicators Work Group

August 10, 2009 Teleconference Minutes
Present: Sherri Deamond, Mary-Anne Pietrusiak, Shanna Hoetmer, Brenda Guarda, Carol Paul, Anjali Misra, Ahalya Mahendra, Julie Stratton, Nam Bains, Katherine Russell
Regrets: Brenda Wannell, JoAnn Heale, Sue Bondy
1.0 Approval of Agenda
Mary-Anne added “thank you letters” as Item 5.7. The agenda was approved.
2.0 
Minutes of June 1, 2009
Minutes were adopted with no changes.

3.0 Old Business

3.1 Core Indicators PHAC (CIP) Project
The CIP Project has been completed. All deliverables, including the final report, completed indicators and resources were sent to Stephanie Palaczka at PHAC the week of July 6th, along with a cheque for $11,564.83 for funds that we did not spend. Harleen Sahota completed her contract on July 3rd. We would like to thank her for all her hard work on the project.
3.2 Standardization paper and recommendations

The Standardization paper recommendations have been posted on the website. Sherri redid the page so that the recommendations are the main page, with links to the paper and spreadsheets from there.
There was a lot of discussion on the APHEO listserv recently about how to age standardize CCHS data, specifically calculating confidence intervals with bootstraps. Carol emailed Brenda Wannell for her advice but has not yet heard back. This will become more important with the release of the Ministry’s public health report since it age-standardized the CCHS data. ICES did the standardization using SAS. Statscan no doubt also has its syntax in SAS. Perhaps a future project of the Core Indicators project will be to create or share SPSS syntax files and create recommendations around methodology.

ACTION: Sherri will cut and paste key points from the discussion into the standardization page on the wiki.
3.3 “Retired Indicators” Resource
We had agreed at a previous meeting to create a resource that would document those indicators that were removed as Core Indicators. So far, the list includes: Clinical Breast Exams, Physical Activity Frequency, Cancer Hospitalization. 

ACTIONS:  Mary-Anne will create a page using the old cancer hospitalization indicator. Brenda Guarda will add in the rationale for dropping the Clinical Breast Exams and Cancer Hospitalization indicators. Shanna will do the same for the Physical Activity Frequency indicator.
4.0 Sub-Group Updates

4.1  Cancer, Smoking and Sun Safety Sub-Group (Brenda Guarda)

The indicators were completed as part of the CIP project. The group’s last meeting was June 10 – the minutes have yet to be finalized. As well, Harleen forwarded review comments on colorectal cancer and cervical cancer but it is not clear whether they were incorporated or whether anything else needs to be done.
ACTIONS:  Brenda Guarda will finalize and post the June 11 minutes. Brenda will review the comments and consult with sub-group members if necessary to make any changes to the colorectal cancer and cervical cancer indicators.
4.2  Healthy Eating and Active Living Sub-Group (Shanna Hoetmer)

HEAL met this morning. Members will be reviewing the indicators that were done in the last weeks of the CIP project to ensure that the necessary changes were made, as a last check. Three indicators need some changes:
· Drinking in Excess of the Low-Risk Drinking Guidelines – will need to update the RRFSS information since the RRFSS indicator is now being changed to be consistent with the Core Indicator.
· Food Insecurity – may need to add information about using the household weight. Awaiting information from Brenda Wannell before changing.
· Drinking and Driving – there is currently no age limit specified, it will be specified as 16+.
HEAL would also like to review the OPHS to see what gaps currently exist with the indicators. They may create some new ones based on this gap analysis. Potential indicators are:

1. Sedentary Activity

2. Meeting Canada’s Food Guide

3. Alcohol use in general

No timelines have yet been set for this work. Once completed, it is anticipated that the sub-group will fold.
4.3 Reproductive Health (Mary-Anne Pietrusiak)

Mary-Anne would like to rebuild this sub-group and revise the indicators. A report done for Durham by student Angela Mask comparing all the reproductive health data sources will be a useful reference. The membership will need to be updated.

ACTION:  Mary-Anne will put out a call for members on APHEOLIST and contact previous members to see if they are still interested in being involved.
4.4  Infectious Diseases Sub-Group (Sherri Deamond)

The group needs to schedule a meeting since the last one was cancelled due to H1N1 work. They need one more meeting once Sherri has done some final tasks.
4.5  Leading Causes Sub-Group (JoAnn Heale)

All indicators were completed as part of the CIP project. The only task remaining is to finalize the Feb 11 meeting minutes. This sub-group has been disbanded.

ACTION:  JoAnn will complete the Feb 11 minutes based on Harleen’s notes and post on the website.
4.6  Built Environment (Ahalya Mahendra)

A face-to-face strategic directions meeting was held on July 17 with Patti Reed facilitating. Based on this meeting, the group will focus indicator development on chronic disease, specifically physical activity. This is the area where there is the most work, based on the documents that Kim Bergeron produced as background. The group will be using criterion developed by Nova Scotia to help them decide what indicators to focus on first. They are expanding their membership to include a couple more health units. This sub-group will take a different approach since each member will look at how the data may be available in their areas. They will be looking at common data elements rather than a common data source. The group’s next meeting is August 20.
ACTION:  Ahalya will post the minutes from the strategic directions meeting.
5.0 Next Phase of Core Indicators Project

5.1 CIWG Terms of Reference
Mary-Anne submitted the TofR with some suggested revisions. Julie suggested that some of the responsibilities be reworked since they reflect more of what the sub-groups do and not the advisory nature that the CIWG has become.
ACTION:  Mary-Anne will make some changes and re-circulate.
5.2 CIWG Chair
Mary-Anne would like to step down as CIWG Chair and has asked Shanna to replace her. She has agreed, but since she will be going on maternity leave in October, it has been arranged that Sherri will be Chair while Shanna is on leave. The group unanimously supported Shanna as the new Chair of the CIWG.
5.3 New sub-groups
APHEO is currently working on a position paper that will be presented to the Agency for Health Protection and Promotion, targeted in September. As part of the paper and meeting, APHEO will be asking for support for APHEO and the Core Indicators project. Regardless of whether we get funding, we need to move ahead to the next series of revisions. Mary-Anne, after discussing with Sherri and Shanna, suggested that the following sub-groups be created: 1) Injury, 2) Social Determinants of Health (SDH) and 3) potentially Child Health. 
JoAnn Heale has offered to be lead for the Injury Sub-Group. Brenda Guarda expressed interest in being a member as well. 
ACTION:  JoAnn will put out a call for new members for the Injury sub-group on APHEOLIST.
There is a lot of interest in SDH indicators. An alPHa-OPHA group already approached APHEO asking for help in developing indicators. We had responded that it was a priority for us but would have to wait till the PHAC project was completed. The SDH sub-group would revise the indicators in the Social Environment and Health section (two of which have been already done by HEAL) and possibly some in the Population section. A potentially new indicator would be an index of socio-economic status. A few have been developed, including one in Ottawa (Katherine Russell is the contact) and as part of LHIN analysis by Nam’s group. Peel is also doing work using regression models to determine what measured SDH factors are most related to specific outcomes such as self-perceived health, smoking and obesity. Anne Marie Holt, who is on the alPHa-OPHA group, has agreed to chair the first meeting of the SDH sub-group to get it going and to be a member, but she is unable to be the lead at this time.
ACTION:  A call for new members for the SDH sub-group will be put out on APHEOLIST in consultation with Anne Marie.
It was decided to defer forming a sub-group on Child Health at this time until some of the other work is wrapped up and we see what is happening with regard to funding. Child Health is still seen as a priority. One potential new indicator would be the Early Development Instrument (EDI).
5.4 CIWG Membership
Members were asked if they would like to remain on CIWG. Carol Paul would like to come off CIWG but remain on the Reproductive Health sub-group. She is also available as a contact for the SDH group for Census data. The group thanked Carol for her many years on CIWG.

The leads for the new sub-groups will become members of CIWG.
5.5 Core Indicators Strategic Directions
Shanna identified 4 main themes: 1) Resources for the project, 2) Membership (including orientation of new members), 3) Promotion (including developing a logo, hosting a session at the APHEO conference), 4) Data sources and indicator development (including creation of new sub-groups).
5.6 Website changes
Mary-Anne distributed a suggested new layout for the information on the Core Indicators Work Group part of the website. It was acknowledged that we no longer have a Core Indicators home page and that we need something to describe the project at the onset for those unfamiliar with the work. We also thought we might split the information into general information for the general public and specific information for CIWG and sub-group members.
ACTION:  Mary-Anne will revise the plan, speak to Lee Sieswerda about options and recirculate a draft outline.
5.7 Thank you letters
Mary-Anne has drafted letters to go to Jean Lam at the Ministry of Health Promotion and to the employer of each of the sub-group leads.

ACTION:  Mary-Anne will circulate the draft letters for feedback.
6.0 Next Meeting:  September 30, 1:00-2:30
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