MINUTES
CIWG – Cancer and Risk Factors Working Group

Meeting #7–2006

1.0 Introductions

DATE:

December 5th, 2006

TIME:

9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

PLACE:

393 University Ave., Toronto, or via teleconference 

CHAIR:

Brenda Guarda

RECORDER: 
Jane Hohenadel
Present: 

Brenda Guarda*, Carol Paul, John Barbaro*, Beth Theis, 
Chee Wong, Katherine Haimes*, Jane Hohenadel* (* via teleconference)

Regrets:

Elizabeth Real, Jolene Dubray, Sue Bondy, John Garcia
2.0 APPROVAL OF AGENDA

The agenda was approved with one addition to Business Arising: 4i – Revisit discussion with Shawn O’Connor (pg. 5 of Oct. 25 minutes) 
3.0  APPROVAL OF MINUTES (October 25th meeting)
Thanks to Jolene Dubray for taking minutes for the previous meeting.
Beth had a question for Jolene regarding the 3rd bullet under Smoking Status Indicator on page 2.  The question related to a Health Canada meeting regarding smoking indicators.  Since Jolene isn’t at the meeting, Beth will email her to clarify and let others know.  The minutes will be finalized after clarification is received.
4.0  BUSINESS ARISING
a.  Mandatory Programs Review - Brenda
There had been two action items.  One had been to contact the Ministry with a suggestion that the mandate be changed to current smoking instead of daily smoking.  The other was to try to include Shawn O’Connor and someone from the CIWG on the Mandatory Health Programs and Services Guidelines review task group.     Brenda had contacted Brenda Perkins via email approximately one month ago, but didn’t receive a response.  This had been the contact name given by Ruth Sanderson.  

Action: Brenda will follow up.  
b.  CCHS Smoking Indicators – Carol
Carol had sent us an email with a response from Vince Dale regarding a change in definition of derived smoking variable.  He would prefer to continue with the old definition, but will consider adding a new derived variable when appropriate.

Action: Carol to send him a reminder next spring/summer.

c.  CCO smoking definitions – Beth
CCO went with the most restrictive definition to get at hard core smokers.  They are taking Shawn’s advice and crossing self-reported smoking status with smoking in last 30 days and 100+ cigarette condition.   Beth showed to Michael Spinks; Michael removed don’t knows (DK) and not stated/refused (NS) from the denominator.  Beth sent the syntax to John B and Jolene for other opinions.    John noted that the assumptions need to be consistent throughout; he found a small inconsistency.
It was agreed that the full CIWG should decide whether the DKs/NS are kept in the denominator or not.  Beth noted that CCO has been removing the DK and NS from the denominator (hasn’t been large %).

Action: John will email Beth with his feedback.  Michael will adjust syntax and then Beth will send it out to the working group.    Brenda will sent out to the larger group. 

d. and e. Screening mammography and colorectal screening – Beth
Michael and Beth have had long discussions regarding the definition for the denominator.  Beth will be meeting with her director to get the okay on the definition.  Beth noted that Michael Spinks is leaving CCO at end of Dec., or early January so that there may be some delay with some of the work he was doing.
f. Sun safety indicator – Beth
Beth sent the group a two page email prior to the meeting.  CCO will be analyzing the data after Christmas (from national sun survey).  Lorraine Marrett has provided her ideal list of indicators; nothing that we have exactly matches.  The crucial element of time in the sun was dropped from the RRFSS indicator.    Right now, there is no data available at the local level.  RRFSS has questions about sunglasses and artificial tanning (optional).  There are rotating core indicators (2006 and 2008) regarding sunburn in last 12 months and sun safety practices (for 18+).    
CCHS has an alternative now, but not asked yet.  Carol suggests 2009 or 2011 for including as content, depending on the results from the national sun survey.    Current CCHS indicators on sun safety are in line with CCO’s ideal.  Carol wondered if the national sun survey had questions on tanning equipment; Beth thought yes.  If there is a tested module, Carol suggests that we could request that it be an optional module in CCHS.
Action: Beth will forward questions on sunglasses and tanning equipment to Carol.   We will wait until responses from national sun survey are analyzed before these modules are forwarded to CCHS.    Brenda will add comments to indicator summary sheet.
g. Smoking attributable mortality – Brenda


TABLED
h. Indicators summary spreadsheet – Brenda
Brenda sent out a revised spreadsheet today.   We went through the list and picked indicators that we would be willing to update.    For indicators that we have completed, we can start editing the Indicator in Word using track changes (can save your own Word file from the online document).  For new indicators, start identifying issues and put on the agenda as they come up.  
Action: Brenda will send out a revised list showing names of people who volunteered to update different indicators.  Volunteers are still needed for some indicators.  Brenda will clarify guidelines regarding making changes to indicator pages with MaryAnne Petrusiak.   In the meantime, for indicators that we have completed, we can start editing the indicator in Word (can save your own Word file from the online document).  For new indicators, start identifying issues and put on the agenda as they come up.  

i. Revisit discussion with Shawn (Pg 5 of Oct. 25 meeting minutes)

There was some confusion as to whether the recommendations for smoking status indicators listed in page 5 of the Oct. 25 meeting minutes were agreed upon by the group.  Consensus was that these were not the final recommendations to be made to the larger CIWG group.  

Action: John B. will take a look at some of the other categories of smokers and at sub-youth age groups to see if there is enough data for generating estimates.  Beth noted that at the provincial level, for the 12-14 age group, there isn’t enough data to report estimates.

5.0 NEW BUSINESS

a.  Complete smoking-related indicators

i. Quit smoking definition, CAMH – Jolene

TABLED
ii. Comparability of quit smoking questions between surveys – Jane and Katherine

Jane and Katherine had sent out information back on Sept. 1st.  Katherine reviewed the comparison and recommendation that had been made at that time which had been to go with RRFSS as the main source for a quit smoking indicator.  This recommendation was based on the assumption that RRFSS was going to become a provincial survey and that there was no CCHS information available for all health units.  However, there is no guarantee that RRFSS will now become provincial, and for the CCHS 4.1 optional module selection, all Ontario public health unit regions will be asking the Smoking Stages of Change and Smoking Cessation modules.  So, the recommendation needs to be revisited.  John B. suggested not to go with RRFSS because these modules are optional and not all health units have selected them.  Carol noted that it would probably be mid summer 2008 before we get the ½ sample from CCHS 4.1 and 2009 before we would have enough data to report estimates.  
There was agreement that we should have a smoking cessation indicator in the core indicators, as recommended by the larger CIWG.  We are now going to recommend CCHS as the primary data source, with RRFSS as a secondary source.  CTUMS was discussed as another possible source.  Here we went back to the Terms of Reference which state that only data applicable to all or most of health units is to be included, so we won’t include for now.  

We will recommend the CCHS smoking stages of change module (3 questions, plus derived variable) plus %former smokers who quit by length of time since quit smoking.  We also decided not to recommend an indicator related to smoking cessation aids; just to make a note of the existence of the data in the smoking cessation indicator.
Beth noted that CCO is interested in being guided by OTRU as to the appropriate indicators.  CCO’s target is for those who actually stopped for >1 day; goal is 90% of current adult smokers.   
Action:  John and Jolene to provide feedback regarding the most useful questions and targets; need to look at Stages of Change questions more closely.   We might also want to look at Changes to Improve Health – smoking (also included in Healthy Living indicators).   Katherine is going to work on syntax for Stages of Change questions and RRFSS questions      Check Quit Smoking definition used by CAMH (Jolene?).
Take back question to larger CIWG – Should we include data sources 
that only provide provincial level estimates?

iii. Smoking in public places spreadsheet – Brenda

TABLED
iv. ETS variables, OTRU – Jolene



TABLED
v. Sun safety indicators from CCO – Beth

         This topic was covered under Business Arising 4.f.

b. New indicators – All
Some volunteers came forward to start looking at new indicators (refer to item 4.h.).

6.0 NEXT MEETING DATE AND LOCATION
We agreed to hold our meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of the month, starting in February, 2007.   Note that since today’s meeting, the date for the next full CIWG meeting has moved from February 15 to February 13.

DATE: February 13, 2006 (will need to be rescheduled)
TIME: TBA

LOCATION:

TELECONFERENCE:

Thanks everyone.
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