MINUTES

CIWG – Cancer and Risk Factors Working Group

Meeting #10–2007

DATE:

May 8, 2007

TIME:

1:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

PLACE:

via teleconference 

CHAIR:

Brenda Guarda

RECORDER: 
Brenda Guarda
Present: 
John Barbaro, Jolene Dubray, Brenda Guarda, Katherine Haimes, Carol Paul, Beth Theis, Chee Wong, 
Regrets:

Jane Hohenadel, Elizabeth Rael, Sue Bondy, John Garcia
1.0 ASSIGNMENT OF RECORDER:  Brenda volunteered.
2.0 ADDITIONS TO AGENDA: The agenda was approved with no additions.  
3.0  APPROVAL OF MINUTES (April 10 meeting): Thanks to Katherine Haimes for taking minutes for the previous meeting. Minutes were approved with one change – correct the spelling of Elizabeth Rael’s name.
4.0  BUSINESS ARISING

a. Colorectal screening – TABLED 
b. Smoking attributable mortality – TABLED 
c.  Formation of new subgroup. On May 2/07, Brenda sent an email out on the APHEO listserv, advertising the creation of a new subgroup of CIWG.  The new subgroup (yet to be named) will be tasked with revising the following groups of indicators:

1.  Alcohol

2.  Physical Activity

3.  Nutrition and Healthy Weights
According to Mary-Anne Pietrusiak, there have been several people that have come forward, interested in joining this new subgroup.  In fact, someone has volunteered to chair!

This means that the Cancer subgroup can now concentrate on revising the smoking, screening, sun safety and cancer indicators.
d. Cancer hospitalizations/amb visits/day procedures. Brenda spoke with Simcoe’s manager of Chronic Disease Prevention, asking whether this type of indicator would be beneficial.  From the manager’s standpoint, it was felt that this indicator is more relevant to health care system performance, rather than to public health.  It was suggested that indicators relevant to cancer incidence, mortality and prevalence offer relevant information that can be used towards planning and evaluating public health programs.

ACTION:  Brenda to bring to larger group – recommending the deletion of the Cancer Hospitalizations indicator
e. Draft Indicator Review
i) Minor’s access to Tobacco. The group reviewed the draft that Jolene sent to the group on April 3/07.  Comments are as follows:
· Analysis Checklist section – add a comment re:  changes in methodology pre-SFOA implementation.  Changes will have an impact on trending

· Method of Calculation – denominator requires clarification.  What is included?  # vendors or # inspections?  Should there also be a calculation for enforcement checks?

· Add RRFSS as an alternative data source

ACTION:  Jolene to update the indicator.  Brenda to check with tobacco enforcement staff to gather feedback re:  the draft indicator
ii) Smoking Status.  The group reviewed the draft that John B sent to the group on April 4/07.  Comments are as follows:
· Corresponding National Indicator is now called ‘Type of Smoker’.  Change definition to:  Population aged 12 and over who reported being either a current smoker…

· Comparable Health Indicators.  Is this section still needed?  According to Carol, the First Ministers is now defunct and the indicators are not being updated.
ACTION:  Brenda to take this back to the larger group.

· there was discussion regarding adding a new indicator related to 30-day prevalence of smoking among youth.  This was discussed at our May/06 meeting.  Research is showing that ‘experimenter’ category is growing.  30-day prevalence is defined as smoking at least one whole cigarette in the past 30 days.

ACTION:  John to analyze the data and report back at next meeting.

· Indicator Comments – John to add a bullet that suggests analyzing teen smoking data by finer age categories.  This may only be possible at the provincial level.
· 100+ smoking condition – the group revisited this issue.  We had discussed it in the past (whether the 100+ cigarette condition was used to determine current smoking status).  Our previous decision was not to follow NAGME’s advice since the CCHS only uses this 100+ question to determine occasional smokers.  We would need to request a change in the derived current smoking variable and Statistics Canada does not want to entertain this option (would interfere with trend data).  Although Shawn O’Connor and the NAGME group recommend 100+, Shawn had advised us that it is not necessary – as long as we specify our definition and the data source utilized, we’ll be OK.
5.0 NEW BUSINESS

a.  Draft Indicator Review
i. Quit Smoking.  The group reviewed the draft that Jane sent to the group on May 7/07.  Comments are as follows:
· Corresponding Mandatory Objectives – until the Public Health Standards are approved, reference the MHPSG 1997 document
· Corresponding National Indicators – provide URL:  http://cansim2.statcan.ca/cgi-win/cnsmcgi.exe?Lang=E&ArrayId=1050050&Array_Pick=1&Detail=1&RootDir=CII/&ResultTemplate=CII\CII___
· Comparable Health Indicators – information supplied here should be moved to the Corresponding National Indicators section.  Also provide the URL:  http://cansim2.statcan.ca/cgi-win/cnsmcgi.exe?Lang=E&ArrayId=1050034&Array_Pick=1&Detail=1&RootDir=CII/&ResultTemplate=CII\CII___
· Changes made to improve health – may want to list under the Description section.  According to Carol, all health units will be asking this module in CCHS 4.1

· Alternative Data Sources – update the RRFSS website to www.rrfss.ca
· Other indicators to include are:  Quit attempts (% of smokers that tried once to quit, % that tried more than once to quit), 1 year quit duration

ACTION: Jane to continue updating the indicator. 

b. Complete smoking-related indicators.  One ‘proposed’ indicator, Lifetime Smoking by Adolescents has been removed.   The group feels that this is being captured in the new smoking indicator – Lifetime Abstinence
ACTION: All to update indicators and send to the group for comments.

c. Status of other indicators.  The group reviewed the Indicator Summary sheet.  All indicators have been assigned to group members.   



ACTION: All to update indicators and send to the group for comments.

6.0 NEXT MEETING
DATE: July 10 2007 

TIME: 1:30pm – 4:00 p.m.
TOPIC:  Review revised indicators
LOCATION: teleconference only. For calls with-in Toronto: 416-212-0400, 
Outside of Toronto: 1-866-355-2663.  Then enter the following code: Pass Code: 2110 + # ( pound sign) 
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