Core Indicators for Public Health in Ontario

 The Built Environment (TBE) Subgroup Meeting
Thursday, September 8th,  2-3:30pm

Meeting Minutes

	Date:
	September 8th,  2-3:30pm

	Location:
	Teleconference

	Attendees: 
	Sarah Maaten (MLHU),  Steve Johnson (OAHPP), Jennifer Skinner (HKPR), Jackie Gervais (Niagara), Sean Galloway (City of London),  Fabio Cabarcas (Halton)

	Regrets:
	Ahalya Mahendra (PHAC),  Hong Chen (OAHPP),  Jaime Chow (York Region), Deb Moore (Niagara)

	Chair:
	Sarah Maaten

	Recorder:
	Fabio Cabarcas

	Future meetings and recorders
	Fabio Cabarcas – September 8, 2011 (updated) 
Jaime Chow– October 13, 2011 (updated)
Sean Galloway – November 10, 2011

Jackie Gervais - December 8 2011
Steven Johnson – January 12, 2012
Ahalya Mahendra – February 9, 2011

Jennifer Skinner - March 8, 2012

Sarah Maaten - April  12, 2011 
Deb Moore – May 10, 2012
Fabio Cabarcas - June 8, 2011
Jennifer Skinner – September 13, 2012

Sean Galloway - July 12, 2012


Meeting Minutes

	
	Item
	Action

	1.0 
	Approval of Agenda 
	Approved 

	2.0 
	Approval of July 29th minutes
	Approved with minor changes:
· The name of the availability group changes to land use mix group

	3.0 
	Standing Items
	

	3.1 
	Core Indicators Working Group (CIWG) update (Jennifer) 
	No update- 
· Draft documents are still with Public Health Ontario – probably they will be available in the summer. 

· October 31st is still fine as a timeline to the Core Indicators Working Group

	3.2 
	LDCP BE update (Sarah, Deb, Jaime)
	· The group met to look for funding from Public Health Ontario – the initial idea of developing indicators was reconsidered– The project has steered in the direction of identifying data gaps- what data is available out there and what is missing- This is complementary to the work APHEO is doing- An application was submitted on Aug 31st – COMOH- Ontario Planners Institute – OPHA and APHEO supported it – A decision is expected by the end of September
· The timeline is from Nov 2011- Dec 2012- 
· Kingston is the leading health unit- They will hire someone to do a literature review on the issue (air quality; environmental exposure and walkability); then a scan process to health units in Ontario to identify existing data and data gaps (survey and key informant interview). 
·  The coordination with the APHEO Built Environment Subgroup is feasible given that 3 group members are also part of the project. 

	3.3 
	OPHA BE Working group update (Jackie)
	· Three tasks groups continue to work on their projects:
· Project 1 – Public Health and Planning 101 – Subcommittees currently working on assigned tasks (Administrative and funding; External stakeholders; Environmental scan; Survey). A general meeting is expected for late September or early October. 

· Project 2 – Increasing Driver Awareness and Knowledge of Safely Sharing the Road with cyclists – A letter of support was sent to Minister Wynne from OPHA supporting the OMA policy paper recommendations and support for active transportation. There was also a media release sent out encouraging people to take the active communities pledge on the Share the Road website to show support for active communities and to see which candidates support active transportation.

· Project 3 – Comprehensive Healthy Community Assessment/ Audit – A request was sent out via the OPHA BE list serve to see what tools people are using to assess healthy communities 

· LORAPON and OPHA to hold another symposium on data use for inequality and built environment- PLANNING THE PULSE OF A HEALTHY COMMUNITY - Friday, November 4, 2011 (9:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m) - LOCATION:
Region of Waterloo Building, 99 Regina St, Waterloo, Ontario – Room 508 – a call for additional support was sent (additional $1500)

	
	
	

	4.0 
	Updates  
	

	4.1 
	Density Subgroup (Jaime)
	· Met on Sept 7th. 
· Job density indicator- there were between 5-6 indicators to chose from- the decision was on total number of jobs/ number of residents on any given geographic area. 

· The rationale why secondary indicators were not chosen is going to be included (probably available for the next meeting). 
· Population-plus-job density is the standard, but there may not be consistency on data sources among jurisdictions

	4.2 
	Proximity Subgroup (Steve, Deb, Fabio, Ahalya)
	· Steve: Met on Aug 11th. 

· The sections to modify the indicator were divided and completed – Deb has collated all the work and distributed for comments (to the Proximity Subgroup) - the draft is now under internal review and edition 

	4.3 
	Land use mix  (Sarah) 
	· Met on Sep 8th 
· Still deciding on different options to calculate the indicator- discussing the nuances of different land use indices- 
· By October 31st they are going to explore the feasibility in Niagara Region (exploring if it can be calculated with what is available). – 
· Question: Are we piloting indicators? A similar approach was discussed previously in the subgroup 

· In addition, consulting with Steve to discuss the feasibility of data sources to calculate this indicator

	
	
	

	5.0 
	Moving Forward (All)
	· WARFS conference (15-19th of October) - The abstract was only accepted as a poster-   
· Question: Who is going to work on the poster? – Agreed to check with Ahalya about the original plans (Sarah to send an emai). Ahalya has already confirmed she will work on this (update message from Sep 15th).
· The timeline to complete indicators is still valid: 

· Complete written indicator: Oct 31, 2011

· Circulate it among BE group for initial review: mid-Nov 2011

· Send for external review and core indicator group review: Dec 1, 2011

· October 31st timeline for having drafts 

	5.1 
	Issues arising (All)
	Update to the minute taker list (see above); Fabio Cabarcas – September 8, 2011 - Jaime Chow– October 13, 2011 


