Core Indicators for Public Health In Ontario 

October 13, 2011
Meeting Minutes: Core Indicators BUILT ENVIRONMENT Working Group 

	Date:
	October 13, 2011; 2-3:30pm

	Location:
	Teleconference

	Attendees: 
	Deb Moore (Niagara), Ahalya Mahendra (PHAC), Fabio Cabarcas (Halton), Sarah Maaten (MLHU), Steve Johnson (PHO), Sean Galloway (City of London), Natalie Greenidge (PHO), Jackie Gervais (Niagara), Jennifer Skinner (HKPR), Jaime Chow (York)

	Regrets:
	Hong Chen (PHO)

	Chair:
	Ahalya Mahendra

	Recorder:
	Jaime Chow

	Future meetings and recorders
	Sean Galloway – November 10, 2011

Jackie Gervais - December 8 2011
Steven Johnson – January 12, 2012
Ahalya Mahendra – February 9, 2012
Jennifer Skinner - March 8, 2012

Sarah Maaten - April  12, 2012
Deb Moore – May 10, 2012
Fabio Cabarcas - June 8, 2012
Jennifer Skinner – September 13, 2012

Sean Galloway - July 12, 2012



Meeting Minutes

	
	Item
	Action

	1.0
	Review and Approval of Agenda
	Approved

	2.0
	Review of Minutes (Sept 8, 2011)
	Approved

	3.0
	Standing Items
	

	3.1
	Core Indicators Working Group (CIWG) update
· No update


	

	3.2
	PHAC Built Environment Group Update (Ahalya)
· Data from rapid response module from CCHS on neighbourhood environments will be released to PHAC at the end of November, and released publicly at the end of December.
· It will provide provincial level information on the public’s perceptions about their environment. 

· Dataset does not go below provincial level.

	

	3.3
	LDCP BE Update (Ahalya, Deb, Jaime, Sarah)
· Proposal was approved for full funding by PHO.
· Group currently in the process of setting up a meeting to discuss reviewer comments and recommendations, and to form a response to PHO.


	

	3.4
	OPHA BE Working group update (Jackie)
· No update from Jackie

· Ahalya provided an update on the ‘Survey Subcommittee’.
· Two surveys have been developed and will be pilot tested in the next two weeks.
· Survey #1 targets community planners and Survey #2 targets public health professionals.
· Fabio, Sean and Deb volunteered to pilot test the surveys.
	- SEAN to recruit other planners to pilot test survey


	4.0
	Updates
	

	4.1
	Density subgroup (Jaime)
· Group still in the process of writing draft form of indicator.
· Final steps are to verify data source, complete analysis checklist and indicator comment sections.
· Group will also test the indicator in their own jurisdiction.

	- Send out draft to subgroup by Oct 31

	4.2
	Land use mix subgroup (Sarah)
· Draft form of indicator has been written, however further work needs to be done regarding the formula calculation.
· Group consulted with Peel Region for assistance as they used a similar formula for their own project.
· Ryan Waterhouse (GIS specialist in Niagara Region) will be testing the methodology in London and Niagara jurisdictions.

	- Send out draft to subgroup by Oct 31

	4.3
	Street level indicators subgroup (Deb)
· Draft form of indicator has been sent out to the subgroup

· Ryan Waterhouse (GIS specialist in Niagara Region) has agreed to review the method of calculation, and will test the indicator for Niagara Region.


	

	5.0
	Moving Forward
	

	5.1
	Indicator Review Process
· Group agreed that each indicator should be reviewed by 3 external reviewers who meet the following criteria:
· Experts in the field,

· Can provide a critical review (not just ‘good job’ or ‘no suggestions’), and

· Conducted similar work or used similar formulas.

	- ALL to review indicators that they have not written
- AHALYA to send out external reviewer list and ALL to update it


	5.2
	Issues Arising
· Sean re-iterated to the group that all of these indicators have to work together, and not individually as neighbourhoods are very complex.
· Discussion was raised around concerns that the majority of health units in ON won’t be able to use any of the indicators that require complex GIS calculations, as most health units do not have access to the software or expertise.

· Suggestion was made to develop ‘gold standard’ indicators along with a version of the indicator that has a less complicated calculation component (e.g. Euclidean and non-Euclidean methods).

· Because the calculation methodologies for both street level and land use mix indicators require the use of GIS regardless of complexity, group agreed to continue developing ‘gold standard’ indicators despite the fact that the majority of health units will not be able to use it. Instead, they will act as advocacy tools.
· Steve advised that the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources has roads data free of charge. 
· Discussion was raised that indicators with a GIS component should be written in a way that a non-GIS person can understand, as the description of the calculation method is quite technical.

· As a result, suggestion was made to create another section on the indicator page for indicators that have a GIS component. This section would describe what this indicator is trying to do, and how it is being done - in a ‘Coles Notes’ version using lay terms.

· This section will also help epidemiologists in communicating to planners and GIS specialist what types of data and analysis they require to calculate the specific indicator.

· Suggestion to call this section ‘How to approach planners/GIS specialist’.


	· STEVE to draft section for both GIS indicators and circulate to group


	6.0
	Next Meeting
	November 10, 2011 2:00pm-3:30pm
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