Core Indicators for Public Health In Ontario 

Dec 13th, 2012

1 Meeting Minutes: Core Indicators BUILT ENVIRONMENT Working Group 

	Date:
	Dec 13th, 2012; 10 – 10:30am

	Location:
	Teleconference

	Attendees: 
	Deb Moore, Ryan Waterhouse, Paul Belanger, Brian Mosely, Natalie Greenidge, Fabio Cabarcas

	Regrets:
	Steve Johnson, Caitlyn Paget,Brenda Guarda

	Chair:
	Ahalya Mahendra

	Recorder:
	Ahalya Mahendra /Fabio Cabarcas  

	Future meetings and recorders
	Ahalya Mahendra –February 7th , 2013  (Deb to chair) 

Deb Moore - March 14, 2013

Ryan Waterhouse - May  

Steve Johnson - July 

In general: large group meets on the second Thursday of every second month.  Small groups meet in the other months.  


Meeting Minutes

	
	Item
	Action

	1.0
	Approval of Agenda 
	· Approved without amendments.

	2.0
	Approval of  October 3rd  minutes 
	· Approved without amendments.

	
	
	

	3.0
	Standing Items
	

	3.1
	Core Indicators Working Group (CIWG) update (Natalie) 
Natalie’s contract has been extended, and we will have her help until March 31st. We have committed to developing good drafts of the three new indicators by then. Natalie has some additional responsibilities as well so we need to be conscious of  how much time and support she can give us.
	· The group has committed to developing a good draft of the three new indicators by March 31st.

	3.2

	LDCP BE update (Ahalya/Deb/Caitlyn)

The project is reaching completion. A report with policy recommendations, data measures currently in use in Ontario and data sources should be submitted to OAHPP by December. The lead PHU on this project is KFL&A.
	

	3.3
	OPHA BE Working group update (Ahalya)
The OPHA BE group worked on a report that identified the educational resource needs of public health and planning professionals working on the built environment in Ontario. 

The overall aim of this collaborative initiative is to help public health, planning and other related professionals to work together more effectively. 
New Indicators
	· The group wanted to know if they could see a copy of the report. Ahalya contacted the lead on the group Kevin Haley(York) who said that he would see if they could release this report more widely.

	
	Physical Activity may be covered after the new set of indicators is completed. Then, the built environment subgroups may focus on other built environment dimensions.
	· 

	4.0
	New Indicators
	· 

	4.1
	Connectivity/ job density (Brian, Paul, Ahalya)
· The option to extract features from images too onerous - 

· ORN data source may be a better data source 

· The assessment of a threshold may be required. The Peel HDI report mentions 75 intersections by square mile, but this may be too high. Different numbers by land use type may also be needed.

· Fabio to share histograms and notes from pilot with subgroup (intersections by square km) – See http://www.esri.com/news/arcuser/0112/modeling-walkability.html. 
· Need to review walk score- and the extent to which this is a helpful indicator- it is not clear if walk score is being used because of its quality or availability.
	·  Action: Ahalya to schedule a meeting with Brian and Paul to work on this indicator for January.

	4.2
	Traffic Measures (Fabio, Steve, Caitlyn)
· The group will assess if the traffic calming indicator remains the first option (question to the group: would it make sense to work on traffic speed now?)

· The opportunity to consult transportation experts may help in some of the decision that the traffic calming indicator requires (e.g. weighted (vs) not weighted indicator)


	Action:

· Ahalya to try and find a transportation Engineering expert to provide this group with additional advice.


	4.3
	Fast Food Outlets / job density (Deb, Ryan, Ahalya)
· The group will focus on refining the job density indicator, which needs some research –  the work on the fast food outlets can be postponed and reassessed later 

· The review notes for the job density indicator need to be reviewed. Some items were mentioned: 

· Lack of face validity 

· People commute beyond the geographical limits

· Job density indicator will be removed from the website (now under development) because the changes may be substantial- the links and review information will still be available (Natalie to send the documentation to group). 

· Paul volunteered to help Deb and Ryan as he reviewed the indicator. 


	Action: 

· Deb  to schedule a meeting with Ryan and Ahalya (and Paul) for January.
· Paul would like to be on this call since he was one of the reviewers of this indicator and wanted to be able to offer his perspective.  



	
	5.0 Moving Forward
· Subgroups will meet in January to develop indicators (leads to coordinate dates) – the hope is to have drafted indicators for March 31st. 
· Next BUILT ENVIRONMENT Working Group for February 7 (January meeting cancelled). 

· Updates to website (see Natalie’s message):

· DAFP’ and ‘Ontario Roads Data’ files updated

· Feedback on ‘Land Use Mix’ and ‘Proximity to Community Focal Point’ indicators incorporated. Under development message to be removed. 

· From Natalie’s update: “If you wish to review the documents, the links have been provided below. Please forward any additional feedback to me by Friday December 21st.” 

· Digital Assessment Fabric Parcel
· Ontario Roads Data
· Land Use Mix
· Proximity to Community Focal Point
· Communication with PHO about data needs: discuss with Ruth at PHO- manager of analytic services (Ahalya)


	


