Core Indicators for Public Health In Ontario 

Meeting Minutes: Core Indicators BUILT ENVIRONMENT Working Group 
	Date:
	Thursday September 12th 10am-12 pm

	Location:
	Teleconference

	Attendees: 
	Ryan Waterhouse, Brian Mosely, , Ahalya Mahendra, , Fabio Cabarcas, Paul Belanger, Steve Johnson, Deb Moore

	Regrets:
	Caitlyn Paget, Brenda Guarda, Sean Nix

	Chair:
	Ahalya Mahendra

	Recorder:
	Fabio Cabarcas

	Future meetings and recorders
	Brenda Guarda-November

In general: large group meets on the second Thursday of every second month.  Small groups meet in the other months.  


Meeting Minutes

	
	Item
	Action

	1.0
	Approval of Agenda 
	Approved

	2.0
	Approval of  July 11th 2013  minutes 

	Approved without amendments.

	3.0
	Standing Items

 
	

	3.1
	Core Indicators Working Group (CIWG) update (Ahalya) 
· Shana and Brenda transitioning things back (after Shana’s leave)
· Natalie permanent with PHO (still with APHEO with core indicators)

	None

	3.2
	OPHA BE Working group update (Ahalya)
· Built environment 101 project, 
· Draft development in progress (version by November)  

· Knowledge translation (webpage and article in development- ethics review underway)
· Increasing Driver Awareness (Sharing the Road with Cyclists)

· successfully completed the first part (see report at: http://www.opha.on.ca/Workgroups/Beginner%20Driver%20Education%20Curriculum%20Research%20Project%20Final%20Report.pdf)
· MTO Drivers Manual updated with improved content

· Input to Ontario Cycling Strategy


	None

	4.0
	Ongoing Work: 


	

	4.1
	Status updates: 


	

	
	Connectivity (Brian, Paul, Ahalya)

· Waiting to hear back from Paul on changes and some external reviewers

· To be sent in September, still identifying external reviewers (Paul to provide input)

	· Ahalya to prepare external review for September after input from Paul (draft and external reviewers)


	
	Traffic Measures (Fabio, Steve, Caitlyn)

· After a rapid background review and meeting, the group in considering to develop an indicator on motor-vehicle speeds with this general guiding description: 
· % of kilometers of road at a given range of posted speeds in a defined geographical area (by road type classification according to the Ontario Road Network)

· Traffic calming can be sent to review (comments by Ahalya to be included- no other comments received)
	· Fabio to send latest version of indicator to Ahalya to start process for external review
· Let Ahalya note of any ideas for external experts for traffic calming (all)
· Workplan for next indicator by the end of September



	
	Food outlet density or food deserts (correction to the group name)  (Deb, Ryan)

· Met to assess future direction- 

· currently doing a lit review on a number of indicators regarding accessibility- need to consolidate in a metric

· the details of the approach still need to be assessed (probably a combination of feasibility)

· Opportunity to ask the student to support the lit review

	· Ahalya to connect the group with the student (Robert) to define details to support the lit review
· The list of articles can be reorganized so that Robert can be included (Paul)



	4.2
	Discussion 

· Are there any physical activity and built form dimensions we have not covered (see for examples tables 1 and 2 at http://www.inspq.qc.ca/pdf/publications/1614_ImpactBuiltEnvironPhysicActDietBodyWeight_Summary.pdf )
· Public transportation infrastructure? 
· Schedules may be tricky and sources not standardized or unreliable

· Density of stops may be an approach (distance to X indicator), but it does not cover all aspects
· Attractiveness of the neighborhood?

·  Difficult one to assess. Aesthetic properties will have to be defined and sources of information are scarce
· Sidewalk? 

· Data sources problematic
· Or should we move on to the next wave of indicators (Table 2 -BODY MASS INDEX – BMI)?
· Could the lit review for food deserts be complemented? Any other needs?  
· Time becomes a limitation (resource limitation by team members)
· Are there any data sources we should explore? 
· Datasets ma need to assessed later when there is a better understanding of the type of indicators to be developed.

	· Ahalya to follow up with Robert to work on the food desert lit review (see item 4.1) and explore if possible/necessary some additional material for food environments 
· Placeholder  for public transportation and other physical activity built environment (not to explore now)



	5.0
	Next Steps


	

	5.1
	External Review of indicators
	·     Traffic Calming and connectivity to be sent in September (Ahalya)

	6.0
	Next Meeting: 
November 14, 2013
January 9, 2014

	


