Reproductive Health Sub-Group of Core Indicators Working Group
Minutes of September 24, 2009

Present:

Mary Anne Pietrusiak (chair)

Carol Paul

Amira Ali

Emily Karas

Sandy Dupuis

Nancy Ramuscak (minutes)

Suzanne Sinclair

Julie Stratton

1.0 
Introductions

2.0 
Review agenda

The agenda was accepted without additions.

3.0
Minutes of December 2, 2008

The previous minutes were accepted without revisions.

4.0 
New work plan

4.1 Terms of Reference

The group adopted the generic Terms of Reference which were circulated prior to the meeting. 
ACTION: Mary-Anne to revise the generic Terms of Reference to reflect the fact that currently there is no Core Indicators Project Manager (bullet #4 under Responsibilities of Sub-Group Lead).

4.2 Reproductive Health Data Sources report from Durham Region

It was noted that Table ii (page vi) will be a useful reference for this group.

4.3 Revisit past decisions

ACTION: Mary-Anne to collate list of past decisions 

Past Decision #1: To include information for the calculation of indicators for all three data sources (Vital Statistics, hospitalizations and Niday) as the group could not recommend one source which would be the best for all regions.
The group agreed with past decision #1.

Past Decision #2: The date of admission of the newborn is to be used when using hospitalization data to determine the number of births (not the discharge date).
The group agreed with past decision #2.
ACTION: Check to make sure that the Intellihealth report uses the newborn admission date.

Past Decision #3: When using hospitalization data to calculate the pregnancy rate by maternal age, the number of deliveries must be used instead of the number of births. This is indicated on the record as Patient Code “51”. 

The group agreed with past decision #3.

ACTION: Examine whether the number of deliveries should also be used for other indicators such as Total Fertility Rate.

Past Decision #4: To change the data source for the Smoking During Pregnancy core indicator from the Canadian Community Health Survey to Niday.
The group agreed with past decision #4.

Past Decision #5: To remove the Therapeutic Abortion core indicator and include the information within the Pregnancy Rate indicator.

The group agreed with past decision #5.

Past Decision #6: Fetal losses will not be included in the calculation of the Pregnancy Rate core indicator.

ACTION: Document the work completed by Sherri Deamond regarding fetal losses and revisit the issue at a later time to determine how fetal losses could be used in future indicators.

4.4 Draft task list, small groups and timelines

The group agreed to adopt the small group working model suggested – the larger sub-group will meet every two to three months and the smaller groups will complete their work in between.  
The group agreed to develop a new core indicator regarding Small-for-gestational-age.

ACTION: Mary-Anne will seek direction from the APHEO Executive during her Reproductive Health sub-group update at the General Meeting on September 25th regarding the role of this sub-group in advocating for public health unit access to the OPSS.
ACTION: Emily will follow-up with the Epidemiologists at the MOHLTC regarding who provides funding for the OPSS.

ACTION: Mary-Anne will contact Wendy Katherine to inquire about the source of funding for the OPSS, if Emily is unable to obtain an answer.

ACTION: Mary-Anne to send all group members Durham’s report regarding pre-term births.

ACTION: Mary-Anne to add an addition task to the group’s Work Plan – Literature review (after the OPHS Outcomes).

The group decided to focus on the first three core indicators (Crude birth rate, Fertility rate and Total fertility rate) only for the following tasks:

1. Vital Statistics Analysis Check-List – Carol Paul and Nancy Ramuscak

2. Hospitalization Analysis Check-List – Mary-Anne Pietrusiak and Sandy Dupuis

3. Niday/OPSS Analysis Check-List – Amira Ali and Suzanne Sinclair

4. OPHS Outcomes – Nancy Ramuscak and Julie Stratton

5. Literature Review – Sandy Dupuis and Emily Karas (?)

ACTION: Mary-Anne to follow-up with Emily to see if she would be willing to work on the literature review with Sandy.

ACTION: Mary-Anne to check that all group members have permission to edit the Core Indicator web-pages.

The group decided to send their draft sections to all the sub-group members for review one week before the next meeting (deadline Monday November 9th 2009). 

5.0 
Next meeting

The next teleconference will be Monday November 16th 2009 at 9:30 – 11:30 AM.
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