Core Indicators for Public Health in Ontario - Reproductive Health Sub-Group

	Date:
	Thursday, January 13, 2011

	Location:
	Teleconference

	Attendees: 
	Mary-Anne Pietrusiak, Amira Ali, Deshayne Fell, Nancy Ramuscak, Carol Paul, Ali Artaman, Hilary Caldarelli, Jessica Deming, Oren Jalon, Lorraine Telford, Janette Bowie

	Regrets:
	Emily Karas, Sandy Dupuis (on maternity leave), Elizabeth Rael

	Chair:
	Mary-Anne Pietrusiak

	Recorder:
	Deshayne Fell


Minutes
	
	Item
	Actions

	1.0
	Introduction of new members

Review of Agenda  
	Suzanne Sinclair has withdrawn from the group because of too many commitments. Mary-Anne posted a call for new members on APHEOLIST and received an excellent response with five new members coming on board (Ali Artaman, Hilary Caldarelli, Jessica Deming, Oren Jalon, Lorraine Telford). An orientation was held yesterday with Janette also participating. 
Each member introduced themselves. There was one observer on the call – Enayet Raheem. 
Mary-Anne noted the value of the diverse background of the current membership of the committee and suggested that for ongoing work, we try to assemble small groups of 2 or 3 to work on each task.

Mary-Anne suggested that new members look at the summary report from the PHAC project which is posted on the APHEO website under “Core Indicators” > CI  Work Group & Sub-Group Info > Core Indicators PHAC Project, 2008/09. This report describes the deliverables achieved in that one-year project but most importantly the lessons learned in the process.
The agenda was accepted without revisions.   

	2.0
	Review of Minutes: October 20, 2010
	The minutes were accepted without revisions. 
ACTION 1: Mary-Anne will post the minutes on the website.

	3.0
	Business Arising
	

	3.1
	Fetal losses query
	Mary-Anne had no new information to report. The status is that Mary-Anne did make the request for this new table in Intellihealth to MOHLTC and they agreed. However, now Mary-Anne has to work with MOHLTC to define the codes. 
ACTION 2:  Mary-Anne to work with JoAnn Heale at MOHLTC to define this new query and work to have it added to Intellihealth.


	3.2
	BORN data – PHU access, general update
	The paper on the need for PHU access to BORN data has been completed and sent to BORN management (this background document was sent by Mary-Anne to this committee). BORN is reviewing the paper and it is anticipated that a meeting will be arranged soon. Mary-Anne also reported that she is now sitting on the BORN Maternal-Newborn Outcomes Committee, which held its first meeting in December 2010.
ACTION 3:  Deshayne to circulate information on BORN committee structure and membership.
Deshayne provided a brief overview of BORN and the ongoing work to develop a new data system. Of particular interest to this committee is the data dictionary, which will be available for public review at the end of January.
ACTION 4:  Deshayne to circulate a message once the data dictionary is available online for viewing.

	4.0
	New Business
	No new business

	5.0
	Work Plan
	

	5.1
	Work Plan 2011
	Mary-Anne circulated a revised work plan for 2011 (Excel spreadsheet). It is divided by indicator and will be populated as indicators are discussed during this or subsequent meetings.

	5.2
	Documentation Resource 
	Mary-Anne explained that this document has 3 parts: (1) rationale as to why three different data sources are used for reproductive indicators; (2) rationale for when and why births <500 g should be excluded from indicator calculations; and (3) documentation on the number and percent of annual home births in Ontario, since these are not well-reflected within the three current data sources. 
The current status is that the first part is almost complete and requires a few additional edits from Deshayne. The second part has been reviewed by the committee and needs final editing by Deshayne, and part three has been discussed but has not been added to the document.

ACTION 5:  Deshayne to revise part 1 and 2 of the document and draft text for part 3 after requesting information on home births under midwifery care for calendar years 2008 and 2009 from the Ontario Midwifery Program. These will be compiled into one document.



	5.3
	Vital Statistics Birth Data (Data Source Resource)
	There are two documents that pertain to vital statistics – one is a timeline of changes in vital statistics registration and data quality over time. This content of this document is complete but the actual figure at the end of the document requires some formatting.
ACTION 6:  Oren will format the timeline figure.

The other document is the “Vital Statistics Birth Data Source”. This document needs to be updated as it will be the “source of truth” for information regarding vital statistics data and will be cited by individual indicators rather than repeating the information in individual indicators. 
ACTION 7: Nancy and Carol to work on updating the Vital Statistics Birth Data Source document.

Once both documents are complete, they should be merged into one and vetted by a contact within ServiceOntario.



	5.4
	Draft indicators:

- Crude birth rate, Fertility rates, GFR

- Pregnancy rate (therapeutic abortions)

- Birthweight
	Mary-Anne circulated updated versions of the first three indicators: Crude birth rate, Fertility rates, GFR. The pieces that are outstanding on these indicators are:

· BORN analysis check-list – we will wait for this until BORN data access has been determined.
· Basic categories under geography. The group, as directed by the Core Indicator Work Group, reworded this piece from: “Geographic areas of patient residence: public health unit, census division, county, census sub-division, municipality, forward sortation area (FSA) or postal code.” to Geographic areas of patient residence: public health unit, LHIN, municipality, and smaller areas of geography based on aggregated postal code.  
ACTION 8: Mary-Anne will forward this wording to CIWG for consideration.
· More indicator comments are needed for Crude birth rate. 
ACTION 9: Amira volunteered to draft some comments for the crude birth rate indicator.

· There was discussion about the fertility indicator and the fact that within Intellihealth, the maternal and newborn records from the DAD are separate, so for reporting maternal age-specific fertility rates, it is actually based on a denominator of women, whereas it should be based on a denominator of total births (i.e., multiple births would comprise 1 record per baby). 

ACTION 10: Carol and Mary-Anne will speak with JoAnn Heale about this issue with the fertility indicator.

Mary-Anne is continuing to work on the Pregnancy rates indicator.

Amira reported that she is still working on the Birth Weight indicator. The group discussed whether the infant size for gestational age indicators (i.e., SGA, LGA) should be included within the birth weight indicators, or should be separated out. The group agreed that they are related in some way, but etiologically different, therefore they should have their own indicator. 
ACTION 11: Hilary and Lorraine to help Amira undertake a literature review related to birth weight and infant size for gestational age at birth. It was suggested to look at the CIHI report “Too Early Too Small” to help with this work.

	5.5
	Vital Statistics Update
	Carol reported that from 2008 going forward, vital statistics data files in MOHLTC from Statistics Canada (STC) will no longer have municipality or CSD information. The files will continue to have postal code. This will have an impact on mapping to PHU and LHIN for the Intellihealth system and the mapping won’t quite be consistent with previous years.
ACTION 12: Carol will provide an update on this issue at the next meeting.

	6.0
	Standing Items
	

	6.1
	Core Indicators Working Group Update 
	The CIWG will be meeting by teleconference on January 20. Mary-Anne will bring forward the wording of the Basic Categories, geography issue.

	7.0
	Dates & Times of Next Meetings
	The Agency is now providing funding for Core Indicator teleconferences. To make it easier on staff there, it was requested that all sub-groups book all their teleconferences for the year at one time. The following dates were set:

March 9 – 10:00-12:00
May 11 – 10:00-12:00

July 14 – 1:00-3:00

September 15 – 10:00-12:00

November 16 – 10:00-12:00

Carly Heung, a student at OAHPP, will be joining the next teleconferences as an observer.
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