Reproductive Health sub-group of Core Indicators Working Group

Minutes of December 2, 2008
	Present: 

Mary Anne Pietrusiak (chair)


Carol Paul 

Amira Ali

Emily Karas

Ruth Croxford 

Sherri Deamond
Barb Chapman
	Regrets: 


Karey Iron

Elizabeth Rael

Graham Woodward

Jim Bottomley 
Levina Kahumba


1.0 Minutes of September 21, 2007 – Minutes approved, review of action items:
1.1 ACTION: Mary- Anne will follow up with Ian and Chee as to the reasons behind the different counts obtained when using the TA query and HELPS so that this can be included in the indicator documentation. A small error was identified in the HELPS data. Our recommendation will be to use TA query for 2001 forward and provide documentation to suggest that if earlier data is required, HELPS can be used but should be compared with the TA query results for 2001 onward as small discrepancies may exist.
1.2 ACTION: Once information about the query/HELPS differences is available, Mary-Anne will post to APHEOLIST that she can provide the spreadsheet to those who would like it. The group decided that it was not necessary to post this information to APHEOLIST at this time. The TA query has been developed for the new intelliHEALTH system. Mary-Anne has also tested a TA query by postal code which may be made available to users upon request. ACTION: Mary-Anne will send out a summary spreadsheet comparing birth numbers to the subgroup.
1.3 ACTION: Mary-Anne will follow up with Teresa regarding documentation for the (fetal losses super-) query. Mary-Anne and a small working group pilot tested a query. We will need to follow-up to request this query as a report in the intelliHEALTH system.
1.4 ACTION: Mary-Anne will check the indicators of the Canadian Perinatal Surveillance System (CPSS) and Stats Can to see if they exclude (live birth < 500 grams) or not (for indicators such as crude birth rate, fertility rates, preterm rates, birth weights). Mary-Anne still needs to check with CPSS and Stats Can. A new CPSS report is coming out very soon that we can check for this information.
1.5 ACTION: Mary-Anne will try to derive this admission year and re-run the query to see if there are any differences between using admission and discharges. Mary-Anne will talk to Chinyere Nmezi from the PHPDB to add a calendar year based on “admissions” to the model. Although this issue was resolved using BI-Query to access PHPDB it is still an issue within intelliHEALTH. ACTION: Sherri will follow up with Chinyere to request that a field for calendar year of admission be added into the relevant intelliHEALTH reports.
1.6 ACTION:  Amira will talk to Chinyere to provide the gestational age and the birth weight on the PHPDB. Amira will summarize all the issues with the stillbirths using the 3 different data sources (DAD, VS and Niday).  Amira will verify with Jim Bottomley as to when shall we assume 100% provincial coverage for Niday so that it can be included in the indicator documentation. ACTION: Amira will follow up again with Chinyere regarding adding in gestational age and birth weight variables to the stillbirth records for inpatient separations. Amira will put together a document to summarize the issues. Regarding Niday, coverage is still ~97-98%. We will document this in the Niday Data Source resource and also provide details on what areas are still not contributing.
1.7 ACTION: Mary-Anne will follow up with Elizabeth Rael regarding the criteria that the ORG uses for defining stillbirths. This was completed although the definition seems to be the same as it always has and does not explain why inpatient separations are capturing more stillbirths than vital statistics. We may need to follow-up again with specific questions. A new contact at the ORG is Eric Everitt who the Data Services Coordinator. He may be a good contact to approach to review certain draft indicator revisions. 
1.8 ACTION: The group need to review the letter (of recommendation to the Niday Perinatal  Database Committee to make the smoking during pregnancy variable a mandatory field) and provide feedback to Amira via e-mail.  Amira will follow up with Jim Bottomley as to who should the letter be addressed to.  Amira will follow up with Jason Garay if we can use APHEO letterhead for the letter.  The letter was received by Jim Bottomley and as of June 2008, smoking during pregnancy has become a mandatory field in Niday.
2.0 Review agenda – Agenda approved
3.0 New Business
3.1 Core Indicator Strategic Planning – Dec. 5 – Mary-Anne provided an overview of what the session will cover along with an update on the Public Health Agency of Canada funded Core Indicators Project. A program manager, Harleen Sahota, has been hired and is working with the Cancer, Smoking and Sun Safety; Healthy Eating Active Living; and Leading Causes Sub-Groups as well as helping to coordinate the Strategic Planning session. Priorities and new directions will be identified at the session.
3.2 Core Indicator P&Ps – Membership, Sub-group ToR  - Mary-Anne reviewed the P&P on membership and the sub-group terms of reference. We will need to list our deliverables and establish estimated dates for completion.

3.3 Repro Membership - 
Mary-Anne – will stay on the subgroup but will need to step down as subgroup lead due to competing priorities with chairing the Core Indicators Working Group
Carol – will stay on the subgroup
Levina – will not be remaining on the subgroup because she is now in another area
Sherri – will stay on the subgroup
Amira – will stay on the subgroup
Emily – will stay on the subgroup – her interests and expertise are in the areas of TAs, teen pregnancies and congenital infections
Ruth – will stay on or identify a replacement from ICES
Barb – will stay on the subgroup or be replaced by Jim Bottomley
Kirsten – has left the MOHLTC and will not stay on the subgroup but we can approach Dr. Beth Henning to come in her place
ACTION: Mary-Anne will follow-up with Karey, Elizabeth and Graham regarding their interest and ability to continue on the subgroup. We will try to recruit new members possibly from the CPSS and APHEO public health unit epis. There were no volunteers take over as subgroup lead. We will wait until after the Strategic Planning session to put out a call for new members and make a decision regarding a new subgroup lead. 

4.0 Next Steps: Mary-Anne or Sherri will call a meeting in the new year.
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