Reproductive Health Sub-Group of Core Indicators Working Group
Minutes of April 13, 2010
Present:

Mary Anne Pietrusiak (chair)

Carol Paul

Amira Ali

Nancy Ramuscak (minutes)
Deshayne Fell

Elizabeth Rael

Suzanne Sinclair

Chee Wong

Regrets:
Sandy Dupuis

Emily Karas

1.0 
Introductions, new member Deshayne Fell
Deshayne Fell introduced herself as an Epidemiologist with BORN and new member of the subgroup.

2.0 Review of Agenda
Mary-Anne added item 5.3 – PHU Access to BORN Data.

3.0 
Minutes of February 10, 2010
Meeting minutes approved without revisions.

4.0 
Old Business – Action items from last meeting
4.1 Access to OPSS data, new member from BORN

Mary-Anne informed BORN representatives that the subgroup has been re-started. Deshayne Fell has joined the subgroup as the BORN representative.

4.2 Permission to edit CI web pages

Mary-Anne sent an email to Emily to let her know that Elizabeth is encouraged to be an associate member of APHEO. Deshayne has become an APHEO member.

ACTION 1: Mary-Anne will ensure that she is granted permission to edit the CI web pages.

4.3 HELPS, IntelliHEALTH – access to record level data

Work is continuing with the Ministry of Health Promotion and the Deputy Registrar General’s Office to investigate the possibility of PHU access to record-level Vital Statistics data. 
ACTION 2: Elizabeth will continue to seek opportunities to discuss the importance of HELPS in discussions with management in her new branch.

4.4 IntelliHEALTH – changes to predefined tables

Mary-Anne has spoken with JoAnn Heale and the change to exclude births <550g can be made to the pre-defined reports in intelliHEALTH.

4.5 Home Births

Mary-Anne has not searched for a reference for the number/percentage of home births. 
ACTION 3: Deshayne has agreed to find a reference for the number/percentage of births which occur at home.

4.6 Revisions to indicators: OPHS, “currently under revision”

Mary-Anne has added the term “currently under revision” to the reproductive indicators under revision by the group. Also, she has removed the old reference to the Mandatory Programs and added the OPHS section approved at our last meeting.
5.0
Workplan
5.1 Literature Review

Deferred to next meeting since Sandy was not in attendance and a draft had not been sent prior to the meeting.

5.2 Niday/OPSS Analysis Checklist

Suzanne and Amira drafted the checklist assuming that the dataset available to PHUs will be standard. 
ACTION 4: Amira will revise the draft checklist as follows:

· The neonatal deaths should not be removed, only stillbirths. 

· Remove the reference to the OPSS

· Remove all variable names, as they may not be consistent going forward

· Refer to the dataset as BORN-Niday
The comments regarding the age groupings will be left in for now (highlighting to remain) until it is clearer what will be contained in the BORN dataset to PHUs.

ACTION 5: Mary-Anne will create Word documents for the indicators which contain all of the revised sections.

Deshayne suggested that the name of the indicators be changed to reflect the exclusion of births less than 500g. It was agreed that the name of the indicators would remain the same.

ACTION 6:  Mary-Anne will ask the external reviewers about changing the Specific Indictors and/or Definitions to describe the exclusion (for example, the specific indicator for Crude Birth Rate would be Birth Rate Greater than 500 grams) when the indicators are sent out for review.

5.3 PHU Access to BORN Data

Deshayne provided a brief update of BORN since registry status was granted in November 2009. At this time, BORN is beginning the work of building the underlying database. It is not known at this time the mechanism to which PHUs will be granted access, although it was stated that the dataset which PHUs will receive will be “cleaner” than what they have had access to through the on-line system previously (for example, additional formatting will have been completed). Due to privacy concerns, certain variables will be “rolled up” to avoid the potential risk of identification of individuals.
Members of the subgroup expressed concerns about the lack of variable detail in the dataset which is being proposed by BORN for the PHUs. 

· The maternal age groupings being suggested will not allow for the calculations of Total Fertility Rate or of the teen pregnancy rate, as the lower and upper ends of the age range (15 years and 49 years) are not distinguishable. It was proposed that BORN could create a new variable to indicate whether the mother was within the age range of 15 to 49 years to allow for the determination of the numerator for the rate calculations. 

· The inclusion of FSA instead of full 6-digit postal code will make BORN-Niday data unusable for mapping purposes at the PHU-level. All health units currently have access to postal code through the hospitalization and Vital Statistics data and the concerns about identification are addressed through a data sharing agreement with IntelliHEALTH and the health unit. The postal code information is used for geo-coding to a higher level of geography, such as dissemination area or census tract. Health outcomes are not reported at the postal code level.
· Exact birth weight in grams and gestational age in completed weeks are important variables for epidemiological analysis (for example, classifying varying levels of prematurity or small-for-gestational-age). Grouped variables on these two items would limit the usefulness of the dataset for analysis.
The group decided that there is a need for a unified voice from APHEO to address these concerns with BORN, given that Reproductive Health is a core function of public health in Ontario. 
ACTION 7: Elizabeth and Carol will have a discussion as to the way to move forward from the perspective of the MOHLTC and MHP.

ACTION 8: Mary-Anne will draft a letter to Ann Sprague and Kathleen Priestman to outline our concerns and request a meeting (face to face in Toronto, if possible) to discuss PHU-level access to the BORN-Niday data and the requirements from PHUs for analysis.

ACTION 9: Mary-Anne and Amira will discuss the issues raised with the privacy and information officers within their health units to obtain input and advice. Sections of the draft letter from Mary-Anne will be shared with these officers to provide some context.

5.4 Reworking of Vital Statistics and Hospitalization Check-List
ACTION 10: Mary-Anne will forward the Vital Statistics and hospitalization checklists from the last meeting to Amira. Amira will edit the wording to be consistent with the BORN-Niday section.

5.5 Documentation Resource

5.5.1 Rationale for excluding <500 g

This has not yet been done. Deshayne offered to assist with this section.

ACTION 11: Nancy and Deshayne to complete this section. 
5.5.2 Why three data sources

This has not yet been done.

ACTION 12: Mary-Anne to complete this section.
5.5.3 Timeline of changes in the birth registration process

This has not yet been done. Deshayne offered to assist with this section.

ACTION 13: Nancy and Deshayne to complete this section.
5.5.4 Rationale for using deliveries in hospital data

This has not yet been completed. Deshayne has done analysis for the Canadian Perinatal Surveillance System were she was able to determine the number of births by mother’s age. If we can do this using intelliHEALTH, this would negate the requirement of using deliveries for this indicator.
ACTION 14: Mary-Anne and Deshayne will discuss the possibility of converting deliveries into births in this dataset with the variables available to PHUs.
5.6 HELPS Resource

This resource document is in-progress. 
ACTION 15: Mary-Anne will forward her draft to Elizabeth and Chee for comment prior to sharing it with the rest of the group. 

5.7 Next Tasks

· Development of the documentation resources (Nancy, Mary-Anne and Deshayne)

· Mary-Anne to move revised sections of first three indicators into Word documents 

· Begin work on next indictors:

Pregnancy Rate:

· Mary-Anne to draft therapeutic abortion section from hospitalizations and HELPS/ IntelliHEALTH query

· Suzanne to draft stillbirth section from Vital Statistics

Preterm Birth Rate:

· BORN-Niday Checklist – Deshayne

· Vital Statistics Checklist – Nancy/Carol

Multiple Birth Rate:

· BORN-Niday Checklist – Deshayne

· Vital Statistics Checklist – Nancy/Carol

Birth Weight:

· BORN-Niday Checklist – Deshayne

· Vital Statistics Checklist – Nancy/Carol

6.0 
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be Friday June 11th from 1:30 PM to 3:00 PM.
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