MINUTES

Core Indicators Working Group

Smoking and cancer screening sub-group
(Formerly: Cancer and Risk Factors Subgroup)
Meeting #14-2008
Date:

April 2, 2008
Time:

1:30 pm – 3:00 pm
Place:

Teleconference

Chair:

Brenda Guarda

Recorder:
Brenda Guarda
Present: Brenda Guarda, Beth Theis, Katherine Haimes, Jolene Dubray, Sue Bondy, Carol Paul, Elizabeth Rael, John Barbaro  

Regrets:  

	Discussion
	Action

	1. Assignment of Recorder 
	Brenda volunteered to take minutes

	2. Additions to Agenda
	Accepted with no other additions


	3. Review Previous Minutes (February 12, 2008) 
      Accepted with no revisions.  Brenda to send to Mary-Anne Pietrusiak for posting on APHEO’s website.

	Approved 

	4. Business Arising
a. Draft indicator Review – All

i. Minor’s access to tobacco 
Smoking status
This draft indicator has been approved by the group.  It is ready to go to the large CIWG group for questions/comments/approval.
Elizabeth indicated that Steven Savaidis and Michele Harding from the Ministry’s SFO group would be willing to review our tobacco indicators.

Sue Bondy indicated that she is working on a journal commentary re:  the 100+ cigarette condition, where it came from, its original purpose.  In the U.S., this condition is used as a ‘firm’ rule in its surveys, as it is with RRFSS.
ii. Quit smoking
Jane Hohenadal has resigned from the group. We need someone to continue the work on this indicator that was assigned to Jane.
iii. Cancer incidence
Beth reviewed Brenda’s draft and provided comments.

Beth stated that Statistics Canada’s indicator page doesn’t show the most recent work.  However, updated stats and definitions are included in their most recent publication (82-231-XIE) on Cancer Incidence in Canada 2004 to 2005, released July 5, 2007. It’s at http://www.statcan.ca/bsolc/english/bsolc?catno=82-231-X.

StatCan’s Cancer Incidence in Canada shows that what they actually do now is like what PHAC does at Cancer Surveillance on-line; that is, they exclude those listed morphologies before running the cancer sites. Maybe there needs to be an introductory paragraph right under “Corresponding National Indicators” that refers the reader to this reference, pp 83–86, for cancer definitions currently used by Statistics Canada and the Public Health Agency of Canada.

In the ICD section, say something like, “SEER*Stat offers a range of cancer definitions. Please read the documentation. For comparability with published results from international and national agencies and Cancer Care Ontario, choose the incidence option labelled “Site recode” with Kaposi and mesothelioma”. This will remove codes in the ICD-0-3 ranges M-9050–M-9055 (mesothelioma), M-9140 (Kaposi sarcoma) and M-9590–M-9989 (lymphoma, leukemia and related) ranges.”
Analysis checklist section:  Beth confirmed with CCO’s privacy officer that null values can be released

iv. Cancer mortality

Beth reviewed Brenda’s draft and provided comments. 
PHAC has switched to a definition for mortality that matches neither StatCan nor CCO’s definition: Cancer of the Colon and Rectum (cancer mortality ICD-10 C18-C21, C26.0, ICD-9 153,154,159.0) (like StatCan and unlike CCO, PHAC includes anus; like CCO and unlike StatCan, PHAC includes intestine NOS, 26.0). 
It was suggested that a table be created showing the differences in definitions for various cancers by agencies.
Beth also asked about the ‘Specific indicator’ section of the Cancer incidence and mortality indicator pages – where did this list come from?  And are the highlighted cancers still important?
v. All screening indictors
Beth has not received any comments (OBSP mammography, screening mammography, cervical cancer screening, colorectal screening)
vi. Clinical breast exams & Second-hand smoke exposure indicators

Katherine circulated updated indicators.
vii. Sun safety
Beth stated that there was a workshop last week to look at the data from the National Sun Survey.  CCO has provided some suggested indicators.  Hopefully some decisions will be made by the end of May, 2008. 


	Brenda will discuss this draft version with Tobacco Enforcement Officers (TEO) at Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit (SMDHU) for feedback.
Brenda to add to CIWG large group agenda for their next meeting (Wed. April 30.08)
Sue to forward the commentary to this subgroup.
Sue Bondy volunteered (tentatively).  She will confirm shortly.
Brenda to forward the draft indicator to Sue.
Brenda to revise based on Beth’s comments.  
Brenda to bring forward Beth’s question about rationale for the list of cancers to the larger CIWG group.

Brenda to create a draft table and send it out for comments
Brenda to followup with the larger CIWG
Beth to recirculate latest versions of the screening indicators.  All to review and provide comments to Beth asap.
All to review and provide feedback to Katherine within the next 2 weeks


	5. New Business
a. Update Core Indicators Project Steering committee – Brenda
Mary-Anne sent out a job posting for a one-year, full-time contract epidemiologist/project manager to work on updating the Core Indicators.  By the closing date, 11 resumes had been received.  An interview committee has been formed (Mary-Anne, Julie Stratton, Jason Garay) and interviews will be conducted shortly.
The group asked about the role of the project manager.  Brenda clarified that the project manager would be doing the ‘hands-on’ revisions of the indicators as well as developing new indicators.  This subgroup would become advisory in nature and would be working with the project manager to review indicators as well as provide comments.  It is important for this individual to have access to our historical documentation, so that he/she would have a good sense of the reasoning for our decisions.  Elizabeth asked what the process would be for accessing this information – Brenda to followup.
b. Timelines for draft indicator completion
Brenda asked that all:
- work toward revising their assigned indicators, circulate them well ahead of the next meeting

- review and comment on circulated indicators in advance of the next meeting.

	Brenda to followup with Mary-Anne and/or Lee Sieswerda re:  the ability for the project manager to access historical information from APHEO’s Core Indicators website
ALL: (in advance of next meeting): 

· revise assigned indicators, circulate well ahead of next meeting

· review and comment on indicators circulated by others


	6. Next Meeting Date and Location
Wednesday, May 7, 2008, 1:30-4:00 pm
For calls with-in Toronto: 416-212-0400 

Out side of Toronto: 1866-3552663 

Then enter the following code: 

Pass Code: 2110+ # ( pound sign) <<>>
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