Core Indicators Work Group

Minutes

June 11, 2008
9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
By teleconference:
Mitsi Cardinal, Sherri Deamond, Shanna Hoetmer, Carol Paul, Mary-Anne Pietrusiak, Brenda Guarda, Julie Stratton, Brenda Wannell.
Regrets: Lisa Hall, JoAnn Heale, Katherine Haimes, Karey Iron, Nam Bains
1.0 
Minutes of April 30, 2008 approved. These will be posted to the website. The minutes 
from the two previous meetings have already been posted.
2.0 
Agenda approved
3.0 New Business

3.1 Mitsi Cardinal introduced herself as a replacement for Peter Walsh from Stats Can the Chronic Disease Surveillance Division of PHAC. She informed the group about the division's continued work on the creation of an Indicator Framework for the Surveillance of Chronic Disease, which will provide an important basis for PHAC's chronic disease surveillance activities and reports.  A report describing the   framework and documenting the methods used for its creation, is planned to be released next year along with an internet database to serve as reference for the wide variety of chronic disease indicators included in the framework. Mitsi also provided an update on the National Framework on Public Health Indicators project that that has had some discussion of consolidating some of the multiple indicator projects. Mitsi will update further in future. There was also discussion about the Urban Public Health Network of chief MOHs across Canada. Brenda W. and Julie have also been involved in this project.
4.0 
Old Business

4.1 APHEO website: Now part of APHEO site, under “Core Indicators” tab, rather than separate site. Now search content of all web pages rather than on key words. Now very easy to edit by CIWG members. We can revise our indicators online so that review can happen directly without the need to email multiple Word files. Once indicators have been reviewed by CIWG members and reviewers, changes can be made online. Reviewers will still be contacted via e-mail and will respond via e-mail to subgroup lead. Revised indicators can be tagged as revised and/or under revision within the indicator and on the index page (see infectious disease indicator section).
Subgroup leads can now also post their minutes directly. A user guide is available to explain the process which is very simple. The Data sources and other resources have been moved to the APHEO Wiki section, which is editable by all APHEO members. ACTION: The project manager will develop guidelines for a process of updating or making changes to indicators.
4.2 Core Indicators PHAC (CIP) Project Update: Received 11 applications and interviewed four. Have now made an offer and though a contract has not yet been signed, Mary-Anne expects that she will be starting in a couple of weeks at Durham Region. Orientation will be done in Durham. Person will actually be employed formally by alPHa, and money will flow from APHEO to alPHa, similar to how the RRFSS coordinator works. Also Mary-Anne submitted a general abstract on Core Indicators to OPHA conference in October in Niagara Falls. Will also likely plan to present at APHEO/CSEB conference in spring. Also have money in budget to conduct a workshop. No topic yet but please think about any ideas for a workshop around something related to the indicators. Once project manager starts she will connect with subgroup leads to take on some of the work of updating the indicators. ACTION: Mary-Anne will try to arrange a meeting between the project manager and subgroup leads in a central location in the next month or so.

4.3 Template: Sent out yesterday. We had an older version which was used as a starting point. 
4.3.1 Corresponding Mandatory Objective section – Will plan to delete this once Draft Ontario Public Health Standards (OPHS) come into effect. For now can add in new section on Draft OPHS and remove the “Draft” once this comes into effect. We will also need to revisit the basis of the indicators as the MHPSG. This would perhaps be a good topic for the workshop mentioned above. For now we will add in societal and board of health outcomes that best match along with an intro paragraph about the OPHS. ACTION: Mary-Anne to draft paragraph on OPHS.
4.3.2 Corresponding Health Indicator from Statistics Canada and CIHI – was labeled “National Indicator” before. Could keep as that and add description. Brenda W can create a brief description for this section. Link will now be to general page rather than specific indicator because this will not need to be updated which each update of the indicators. Directions will then lead the user directly to the indicator. Brenda mentioned an alternative way to access the data in the Health indicator profiles section of the pub. To get to the Health indicator profiles, these are a subsection of the Health Indicators e-pub, accessed from the left hand side-bar, under Data tables and maps.   See http://www.statcan.ca/english/freepub/82-221-XIE/2008001/profiles-en.htm. ACTION: Brenda W. will draft a brief description for this section and include info on accessing the community profiles.

4.3.3 Comparable Health Indicators – Agreed to move these under “Corresponding Indicators from Other Sources”. Drop the Comparable Health Indicators section.
4.3.4 Data Sources - Discussion around HELPS. Decision to remove as primary data source and move into the Alternative Data Source section and create HELPS resource for Wiki site.
Re. citations - For CCHS cite year rather than cycle. Check Health Analysts toolkit for how they cite. Also pass PHPDB references by PHPDB staff.
4.3.5 Survey Questions – for derived variables include a description rather than specific questions. Ensure that these reflect changes over different cycles of the CCHS.
4.3.6 Analysis Check List – will create some consistent wording for some of the points that are repeated across indicators to include in check list. For example, suppression rules which differ depending on data source. We should provide different standard lines for CCO data, PHPDB data and internally collected data such as infectious disease data.
4.3.7 References – Split into Cited References which will be numbered and linked to a footnote in the text and Other References which will be bulleted and not numbered.

Group agreed to change name of template to Guide to Creating or Editing Core Indicator Pages. ACTION: Mary-Anne and Sherri will make changes to the document as outlined above and send out to the CIWG for final review. This document will then be posted on the web site under Core Indicators/Core Indicators Work Group. 
5.0 
Sub-Group Updates
5.1 Smoking and Cancer Screening Sub-Group: No meeting since last update. Smoking Status indicator page just sent out to CIWG for review. Two new specific indicators: Teen smoking abstinence rate and Adult smoking abstinence rate. Data source has been updated – removed OHS and NPHS as data sources. Brenda will pull out rationale for decisions from previous minutes and can add them into indicator comments and share them with the CIWG. She will also reword the line ”Stats Can is not willing to align their derived smoking status variable (SMKnDSTY) with the NAGME recommendations in order to maintain their trend data”. Added SHAPES as an alternative data source. ACTION: Brenda will send an updated version. All to review and respond by e-mail to Brenda.
5.2 Healthy Eating and Active Living Sub-Group: Last met May 26. Mostly an update meeting regarding all things that were happening with this group. Have some indicators ready for review. They will add them to the web site and mark them as under revision and send out a call for reviewers.
5.3 Reproductive Health Sub-Group: Have not met since last CIWG meeting. Sherri and MAP have worked through a number of the indicators for Durham and have been documenting them so will likely call a meeting soon.
5.4 Infectious Diseases Sub-Group: Six indicators have been updated on the web site and once all are updated Sherri will send out a call for reviewers. Already have a couple of volunteers to review. Once comments have been received the subgroup will reconvene to incorporate the comments.
5.5 Leading Causes Sub-Group: JoAnn sent out an update by email since she was unable to attend the teleconference. The group has not met since the last CIWG meeting. Currently, Brenda G. and Katherine H. are exploring public health groupings using a combination of ICD10 Blocks (from CIHI) and the International Shortlist for Hospital Morbidity Tabulation (Eurostat, OECD, WHO, 2006).  Both these groupings are available in the new intelliHEALTH interface, but are not available in Hummingbird. The leading cause groups for mortality as available through intelliHEALTH were updated to correct the colorectal cancer grouping. JoAnn also sent a mapping file of ICD10-CA codes to lead cause groups for hospitalization and ICD10 codes to lead of death is attached (available through intelliHEALTH). Julie raised concerns about the groupings not having been sent out for broader peer review prior to being incorporated into the PHPDB. A few issues have been identified and there is a lack of documentation accompanying the incorporation of the leading cause for mortality into the PHPDB. ACTION: Julie will send JoAnn an e-mail suggesting that the subgroup needs to meet to discuss some of the issues that have come up with some of the groupings.
6.0 
Next Meeting will be by teleconference on Friday, Sept. 19, 9:30 am – 11:30 am.
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