Core Indicators Work Group

June 1, 2009 Teleconference
Minutes
Present: Sherri Deamond, Mary-Anne Pietrusiak, Shanna Hoetmer, Brenda Guarda, Harleen Sahota, Carol Paul, Anjali Misra 

Regrets: Ahalya Mahendra, Julie Stratton, Nam Bains, Brenda Wannell, JoAnn Heale, Katherine Russell, Sue Bondy
1.0 Approval of Agenda
The agenda was approved.
2.0 
Minutes of April 8, 2009
Minutes were adopted with no changes.

3.0 Membership
3.1 New members to CIWG – Anjali Misra, Sujitha Ratnasingham
Anjali Misra is replacing Karey Iron as a representative from ICES. She is an epidemiologist with the Ontario Health Quality Council, which produces an annual report on performance of health care system. As a result of this work, Anjali is working with various indicators. Sujitha Ratnasingham is also from ICES. She will be going on maternity leave later in the year but may be sitting in for Anjali if she is unable to participate in a CIWG meeting.
4.0 Old Business

4.1 Strategic directions – Agency, MHP funding opportunities
There are no new developments. APHEO has drafted a paper to go the Ontario Agency for Health Protection and Promotion but it hasn’t moved forward yet. Work should be resuming soon.

4.2 Standardization paper and recommendations

The Standardization paper recommendations still need to be completed. They will be sent to CIWG for discussion.
4.3 CSEB-APHEO Conference, Shanna’s presentation
Mary-Anne and Harleen presented at the conference. The presentation was well-received.

As well, Shanna did a presentation on Core Indicators to the National Surveillance Advisory Committee on Substance Abuse, which was having their meeting in Ottawa at the same time. Shanna presented an overview on Core Indicators within the context of the OPHS and focused specifically on HEAL’s alcohol indicators. There were many different stakeholders at this meeting, including CAMH, the RCMP, public health, academia. While we currently only have four alcohol indicators, OPHS requires more. Shanna got some good ideas on what we can do. 

ACTIONS: 
Shanna to circulate the presentation to the CIWG. 
Post presentations on website (the APHEO-CSEB conference and Shanna’s presentation). 

4.4 Guide to creating and editing indicators

The June 2009 release of the Health Indicators will have the not stated excluded. This is now inconsistent with what we have written under the Analysis Check List.

ACTIONS:

Draft a new bullet and then copy and paste into the drafts + document in Changes Made table.

Add mortality data and population statistics analysis check list points to the Guide.

5.0 
New Business

5.1 Revise Terms of Reference for CIWG
The Terms of Reference still refer to the Mandatory Health Programs and Services Guidelines and need to be updated to be applicable to Ontario Public Health Standards. 

ACTION: Mary-Anne will a revised TofR to the CIWG members prior to the next meeting. 

6.0 Sub-Group Updates

6.1  Smoking, Cancer Screening and Sun Safety Sub-Group (Brenda Guarda)
The indicators are nearing completion. Reviewers are needed for the following indicators: cervical cancer screening, colorectal cancer screening, smoking cessation, Smoking Attributable Mortality (SAM), Smoking Status, and Minors Access to Tobacco.

Shawn O’Connor has agreed to review smoking cessation. They did get some comments back from people on Smoking Attributable Mortality. The feedback will be incorporated and it will be ready for external review.
ACTIONS: 

Shanna agreed to review Colorectal Cancer Screening by Friday. 

Anjali will review Cervical Cancer Screening. She will also contact Rick Glazier from the primary care program group to ask him if there are any other contacts in the field.
Mary-Anne will review SAM. 

6.2  Healthy Eating and Active Living Sub-Group (Shanna Hoetmer)
There is one indicator still in external review process: Low Risk Drinking. Two indicators are back from external review: Drinking and Driving Prevalence and Cost of a Nutritious Food Basket. 

For food insecurity, Carol Paul is working on the household weight for the share file for CCHS 2005. Carol did some checks and there is a discrepancy between the household weight Statistics Canada sent us and the weight on the bootstrap file. The change is minor and Statistics Canada is looking into it. The documentation says that the household weights are only to be used at a national and provincial level. They are not be used at the health region level. When to use individual weight vs. household weight is not very clear in the documentation. The health units should be getting the 2007-08 file soon; the household weights should be with the file. 
ACTION: Sub-group will need to revisit using the household weights at the health region level. Shanna will speak with Brenda W. Carol will send documentation to Shanna. 

We want to be able to use this indicator at the local level using either the household weight or the individual weight. 

6.3  Infectious Diseases Sub-Group (Sherri Deamond)
No update. The scheduled meeting was cancelled due to H1N1 work. 

6.4  Leading Causes Sub-Group (JoAnn Heale)
No update.
6.5  Reproductive Health (Mary-Anne Pietrusiak)

No update.
6.6  Built Environment (Harleen Sahota)
A strategic directions meeting is being planned for July with Patti Reed facilitating. PHAC, through Ahalya, is providing funding for this meeting.

7.0 Core Indicators PHAC Project
Work is continuing to complete the PHAC project, including the final report. French translation of the indicators is proceeding as the indicators are completed. Based on Julie Stratton’s suggestion, we will be having a teleconference with close out questions to get feedback from Core Indicator members (CIWG and sub-groups). This feedback will be incorporated into the PHAC report.
Two indicators that were to be revised as part of the project were not picked up by any of the sub-groups: Chronic Disease Hospitalization and Chronic Disease Mortality. A small sub-group of CIWG (Mary-Anne, Sherri and JoAnn) will revise these indicators. Anjali will review the Chronic Disease Hospitalization indicator.
8.0 Next Meeting:  Close Out Questions TC – Wednesday, June 3, 9:30-12:00.
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