The Built Environment Subgroup of APHEO Core Indicators Working Group

Activities and Timelines
Updated June 2010
· February, 2009: Group began meeting

· Chaired by Ahalya Mahendra (2009); Popy Dimoulas-Graham is Acting Chair (2010).
· March, 2009: Kim Bergeron was contracted by the Core Indicators Working Group to produce three resources: http://www.apheo.ca/index.php?pid=107
1. Environmental Scan of Provincial Policies, Position Statements, Briefing Documents and Legislation Related to the Built Environment and Six Lifestyle Factors: A Summary Report

2. A review of the literature on the effect of the built environment on five chronic disease risk factors for Public Health Professionals interested in surveillance: A Summary Report

3. Investigating Infrastructure Data Sources: A Summary Report

· Discussions were held in February, March and April 2009 about: 
· Input into the three documents created by Kim Bergeron as listed above.

· Consistent provincial data sources for BE indicators.  BE sub group contributed to which data sources were available and the important criteria in selecting data sources.  Existing data sources are listed in April 21 minutes.
· Urban vs. rural definitions – group felt that both areas need to be addressed
· A strategic planning session was planned to figure out how to get to the next steps of creating indicators. 
· A strategic planning session was held on July 17, 2009.  In that planning session:
· Terms of reference were finalized and approved by the group

· Discussion around starting indicator development:
· Start with Data sources; or, 

· Start with health concept and go to indicator and then find data source

· Indicator Develop Task List was to proceed with FIND INDICATOR THEN FIND DATA

· Physical activity was the first topic. The following indicators were selected:
(Selection criteria based on relevance to municipal or regional level; application to urban and rural areas; meaningful comparison across communities; use of the 3 D’s model (density, diversity, design).

Density:

· Residential Density

· Employment Density

Diversity:

· Proximity to a publicly funded elementary school

· Proximity to a park

· Proximity to a library

· Proximity to a grocery store

· Proximity to a bank or credit union

· Proximity to a transit stop
Design (includes connectivity, safety, aesthetics): 

· Presence and availability of sidewalks

· Presence and availability of bicycle lanes and paths

· Directness of routes

· Measures of safety

· 3 sub-groups within the BE sub-group were formed:
· Directness of routes/Density – Jennifer, Jaime, Donna

· Proximity – Deb, Kristie, Ahalya (Popy replacing Ahalya in 2010)
· Availability – sidewalk/paved shoulder/bike lane – Foyez, Sarah, Megan

· Preliminary results reported from each group but further discussion needed about rationale for indicators, looking at available data based on what’s been selected
· BE group was on hiatus since September 22 due to H1N1 activities.  The Chair will recruit one new member since one member was unable to commit to this group because of work priorities.
· The BE group met on March 1, 2010:
· Decision to move forward with indicators that are meaningful and relevant for physical activity promotion even though we are not sure we have data sources.
The BE Subgroups completed a matrix chart for each indicator. The matrix chart includes physical activity/built environment indicators and the following information for each indicator:

· Description
· Rationale (relation to BE, relation to physical activity, meaningful to program/planning)
· Interpretation
· Data source
· Limitations
· Source from literature

This information will be used as a framework for developing indicator guidelines that will be used by public health professionals across Ontario.

· The BE group is in the process of developing indicator guidelines for the following indicators:
· Proximity to green space, grocery store, and public or catholic school  (elementary or secondary)

· Population and intersection density
· Sidewalk and bike lane availability
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